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Foreword

Welcome to the Directory of Grants and Initiatives for Desert Businesses. This
Directory was initiated by the Desert Knowledge Cooperative Research Centre

through its Desert Biz"™ project.

Desert Biz™, is the DKCRC'’s core project on desert business enterprises. As part of
its project activities, the Desert Biz"™ team identified and compiled information on
programs, projects, funding grants and initiatives of government, industry and
organisations to support businesses and livelihoods in the desert. Information on
various grants and initiatives available to small businesses Australia-wide and for
those in New South Wales, Northern Territory, Queensland, South Australia, Victoria,

and Western Australia were gathered.

The Directory of Grants and Initiatives for Desert Businesses is an important resource
for small businesses in the desert. Although, several of the programs and grants in
this compilation are also available to small businesses in general, the focus was to

include those grants that are available to desert-based businesses.

We hope the information in this publication will be useful to you and your business.

Managing Director

Directory of Grants and Initiatives for Desert Businesses Cesert Knowledge CRC i
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Introduction

This Directory of Grants and Initiatives for Desert Businesses is a compilation of
programs, funding and initiatives of government, industry and organisations that
support desert businesses in Australia. Information about these grants and initiatives
were mostly obtained from websites and validated with the respective organisations

and agencies.

This directory presents the names of organisations and agencies, their role(s) and
specific programs, and the grants and initiatives offered to support livelihoods and
businesses. The publication describes the types of grant or initiative and outlines the
requirements for eligibility. It also provides the due dates, target group, contact
details and the relevant internet address for the specific grants or funding body.
While the objective and focus of this compilation is to provide general information
for desert businesses, many of the grants or initiatives included are open to small
businesses in general, mainly because there are very few that are specifically

targeted towards supporting businesses in the desert.

The information in this publication is classified into three categories: grants and/or
funding, training and/or mentoring schemes, and other programs. They include
Australia-wide grants as well as grants classified by state. The first section of this
directory lists grants available to business entities, regardless of location. This is then
followed by the list of grants and initiatives available by state/territory, starting with
New South Wales, then the Northern Territory, then Queensland, South Australia,

Victoria, and finally, Western Australia.

It is hoped that this directory will support small businesses in desert regions by
providing information regarding opportunities for funding, training, mentoring and

other relevant activities to start, develop, and grow their enterprise.

iv Directory of Grants and Initiatives for Desert Businesses
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Australia-wide

A. Grants/Funding

AusIndustry
Ausindustry delivers a range of more than 30 business programs including innovation

grants, tax and duty concessions, small business development, industry support, and
venture capital.

Grant/Initiative: Pre-Seed Fund

Description

The Pre-Seed Fund addresses the gap between promising scientific discoveries and
commercialisation. It assists the commercialisation of public sector research and
development (R&D) activities by further developing the management and
entrepreneurial skills of public sector researchers and builds links with the finance
and business community.

The program encourages the private sector to take a more active role in funding and
managing the commercialisation of research from universities and Australian
Government research agencies such as CSIRO, the Australian Nuclear Science and
Technology Organisation, the Australian Institute of Marine Science, the Defence
Science and Technology Organisation and Cooperative Research Centres.

Investments can be made in projects or companies which have been established to
commercialise research.

Requirements for Eligibility

To be eligible for funding, companies must:

° be commercialising research and either be controlled by a university, a public
sector research agency or a qualifying researcher;

° be using intellectual property that is at least 50% owned by a university, a
public sector research agency or a qualifying researcher; and

° be incorporated and operate substantially in Australia and have not generated

any sales revenue.

Directory of Grants and Initiatives for Desert Businesses 1
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To be eligible for funding, projects must:

. be controlled or supervised by a university or a public sector research
organisation or a qualifying researcher; and
. have at least 50% of its intellectual property be owned by a university, a public

sector research agency or a qualifying researcher.
Dates

Researchers should approach the fund manager directly when they want to make an
application. Applications can be made at any time.

Target Group
Companies or projects which have been established to commercialise research
Contact Details

Ausindustry Hotline: 132846
Email: hotline@ausindustry.gov.au

Internet Address

http://www.ausindustry.gov.au/

Grant/Initiative: Textile, Clothing and Footwear (TCF) Small
Business Program

Description

The TCF Small Business Program aims to improve the business enterprise culture of
TCF small businesses that are not able to receive assistance under the TCF (SIP) or
TCF Post-2005 (SIP) Schemes. It is a ten-year merit-based competitive program with
funding of $2.5 million per annum from July 2006 to June 2016.

The program is open to any eligible TCF small business or to a consortium that
includes a TCF small business.

Requirements for Eligibility

A TCF small business or a consortium that involves an eligible TCF small business can
apply.

A TCF small business is an entity that has fewer than 20 employees and undertakes
eligible TCF activities as defined by the TCF Post-2005 (SIP) Scheme. For example, a
TCF business that manufactures or designs for manufacture in Australia is eligible for
funding. However, a business that solely imports overseas product or only
undertakes retail activities is not eligible.

2 Directory of Grants and Initiatives for Desert Businesses
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Dates

Applications are called once a year. The dates of application rounds are published on
the Program Product information page at www.ausindustry.gov.au.

Target Group
Textile, clothing and footwear small businesses
Contact Details

Ausindustry Hotline: 132846
Email: hotline@ausindustry.gov.au

Internet Address

http://www.ausindustry.gov.au/

Grant/Initiative: Renewable Energy Equity Fund (REEF)

Description

The Renewable Energy Equity Fund (REEF) is a specialist renewable energy equity
fund based on the Innovation Investment Fund (lIF) model. It provides venture
capital to assist small companies to commercialise R&D in renewable energy
technologies.

The fund operates in the same way as other venture capital investment funds. The
fund manager raises capital from investors and assesses small businesses in which to
invest. The assessment is based on the expected rate of return.

Renewable energy technology research involving the following energy sources can
be funded under the program:

° sun and wind;
. geothermal sources;

° biomass that has not been derived from fossil fuels;
° mini- or micro-hydro systems; and
. waves, tides and ocean.

Requirements for Eligibility

To qualify for the Renewable Energy Equity Fund, a company must:

. be commercialising renewable energy technology;
° be at the seed, start-up or early expansion stage of development;
o have majority of its employees and assets inside Australia at the time of first

investment in the enterprise;

Directory of Grants and Initiatives for Desert Businesses 3
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° have an average annual revenue over the previous two years that does not
exceed $4m per year and a revenue in either year of not more than $S5m.

Dates

This program is ongoing and has funding until 2010.

Target Group

Companies commercialising renewable energy technologies
Contact Details

Ausindustry Hotline: 132846
Email: hotline@ausindustry.gov.au

Internet Address

http://www.ausindustry.gov.au/

Grant/Initiative: Small Business Advisory Services

Description

The Australian Government provides $42m over four years to fund the delivery of
low cost small business advisory services through nominated Business Enterprise
Centres (BECs) throughout Australia.

The funding enables BECs to expand and strengthen their capacity to provide low-
cost advisory services to small business, complementing the Government's overall
objective to maximise the growth potential, prosperity and sustainability of small
business. It aims to improve the business skills of small business operators, intending
operators and independent contractors.

Requirements for Eligibility

Business Enterprise Centres throughout Australia can apply for funding.

Dates

The 2009 close date is not yet confirmed but the program will continue in 2009.
Target Group

Business Enterprise Centres throughout Australia

4 Directory of Grants and Initiatives for Desert Businesses
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Contact Details

Ausindustry Hotline: 132846
Email: hotline@ausindustry.gov.au

Internet Address

http://www.ausindustry.gov.au/SmallBusiness/SmallBusinessAdvisoryServices/Pages
/SmallBusinessAdvisoryServices(SBAS).aspx

Grant/Initiative: Business Ready Program for Indigenous Tourism

Description

The Business Ready Program for Indigenous Tourism assists existing and start-up
Indigenous tourism businesses develop business skills and knowledge required to
establish and run a commercially viable tourism operation. The program funds
business mentors to work directly with a portfolio of these businesses to transfer
skills to individuals on all aspects of small business and the tourism industry.

The program seeks to address key barriers to the successful development of
Indigenous tourism businesses, namely: lack of management, business and strategic
planning skills.

The program funds selected business mentors to identify Indigenous tourism
businesses in their region and work with them to:

. provide tailored intensive support to develop their management, business and
strategic planning skills;

. assist individuals, start-ups and existing Indigenous tourism businesses to
increase their potential for commercialising tourism products or services; and

. ensure businesses are capable of operating successfully within the Australian
tourism industry.

Each mentor funded under the program identifies and provides services to approved
portfolio of approximately 10 businesses. The number may vary depending on the
training and mentoring needs of the individual businesses.

The following have been engaged as business mentors:

. Diverse Travel Australia Pty Ltd (SA);

. TLE North Pty Ltd (NT);

. Parkes Forbes Enterprise Development Centre Inc (NSW);
. Price-Louvel Partnership (WA);

. Freeman Productions Pty Ltd (QLD); and

. Andrew H West and Associates (Central Australia).

Directory of Grants and Initiatives for Desert Businesses 5
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Requirements for Eligibility

Indigenous tourism businesses can apply.
Dates

This program is ongoing

Target Group

Indigenous tourism businesses

Contact Details

Ausindustry Hotline: 132846
Email: hotline@ausindustry.gov.au.

Internet Address

http://www.ausindustry.gov.au/Tourism/BusinessReadyProgramforindigenousTouris
mBRPIT/Pages/BusinessReadyProgramforindigenousTourism(BRPIT).aspx

Grant/Initiative: Commercial Ready Program

Description

The Commercial Ready Program is a competitive merit-based grants program
supporting innovation and its commercialisation. It aims to encourage growth and
successful innovation in Australian companies by increasing the level of research and
development, proof of concept and early-stage commercialisation of businesses,
increase the international competitiveness of Australian businesses, foster greater
collaboration with industry and between industry and research institutions, and
generate national benefit for the Australian economy.

The program provides around $200 million per year to small- and medium-sized
enterprises (SMEs) to support two types of grants:

1. Commercial Ready — involves grants of $250,001 to $85 million for projects of
up to three years; and

2.  Commercial Ready Plus — involves grants of $50,000 to $250,000 for projects of
up to 18 months for small businesses and companies controlled by Australian
universities and public sector research organisations.

An eligible project must aim to produce, commercialise or establish the commercial
or technical viability of a new, clearly identified product, process or service. Eligible
applicants can apply for funding of up to 50% of eligible expenditure incurred on
project-related R&D, proof-of-concept, and/or early-stage commercialisation
activities.

6 Directory of Grants and Initiatives for Desert Businesses
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Requirements for Eligibility
An eligible Commercial Ready applicant should have the following characteristics:

. a tax paying company or an individual willing to form a company incorporated
under the Corporations Act 2001;

° has annual turnover (or group turnover if part of a group) of less than $100
million in each of the last three financial years (for Commercial Ready Plus, only
an applicant company’s turnover is counted if it is controlled by an Australian
university or public sector research organisation);

° can match the grant on a dollar for dollar basis over the life of the project; and

° has access to, or the beneficial use of, any intellectual property necessary to
carry out and commercialise the project.

The applicant cannot source matching funds from in-kind (non-financial)
contributions or from other government grant sources. Equity investments from
joint private and public sector management funds, such as the Innovation
Investment Fund or Pre-Seed Fund may be included as sources of eligible matching
funds.

Dates
This program is ongoing.
Target Group

Small- and medium-sized businesses, companies controlled by universities and public
sector research organisations

Contact Details

AusIndustry Hotline: 132846
Email: hotline@ausindustry.gov.au

Internet Address

http://www.ausindustry.gov.au/

Grant/Initiative: Commercialising Emerging Technologies
(COMET)

Description

The Commercialising Emerging Technologies (COMET) program engages private
sector consultant business advisers across Australia to assist successful applicants
commercialise their innovation. It provides financial assistance and access to
business advice.

Directory of Grants and Initiatives for Desert Businesses 7
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COMET assistance is available for up to two years.

Successful applicants are required to work with a COMET business adviser to develop
and implement an assistance plan through third party specialist service providers.
This may involve:

° management development including participation in approved management
skills development courses;

o engagement of mentors;

° strategic and business planning (including an export strategy if appropriate);

. market research;

. establishing market validity by focussing on building a credible business
position;

° intellectual property strategy; and

° proven technology (including finalising working prototype).

COMET financial assistance for companies is available through a two-tier funding
structure as follows:

° Tier 1: Grant value of up to $64,000 (exclusive of GST) - assistance is available
at 80% of the eligible expenditure; and

° Tier 2: Grant value of up to an additional $56,000 (exclusive of GST) - assistance
is available at 50% of the eligible expenditure.

Assistance to individuals is available to develop management skills required to
progress their innovation towards commercialisation. Grants to individuals are
limited to $5,000.

Requirements for Eligibility
To be eligible for a COMET grant, applicants must meet the following conditions:

° innovation must have commercial potential;

° majority (at least 51%) of the applicant’s current business activities, employees
or assets are within Australia;

° applicant must be prepared to become a corporate body under the
Corporations Act 2001 prior to receiving assistance (except for individuals);

. applicant must have ownership of or beneficial use of any intellectual property
necessary to commercialise the innovation;

° applicant company must be less than five years old (applicants may be
exempted from this criterion by demonstrating through documentary evidence
that the company has traded for less than five years);

° applicant is not related to a university (total turnover for the applicant
company and its taxable related companies over the last two years must total
less than S8 million with not more than $5 million in either year) or applicant is
related to a university (total turnover of the applicant over the last two years
must total less than S8 million with not more than $5 million in either year);

8 Directory of Grants and Initiatives for Desert Businesses
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° applicant must be solvent and demonstrate the ability to fund the costs of the
COMET assistance plan not met by the COMET grant; and

° applicant must be prepared to enter into a success fee agreement with a
COMET business adviser if the applicant wishes to receive a capital injection.

If the applicant is an individual seeking assistance to undertake management skills
activities, the above criteria are to be read as not precluding participation in the
program by individuals.

Dates

Applications for this program can be made at any time. This program is until June 30,
2011.

Target Group
Early growth stage companies, spin-off companies, and individuals
Contact Details

Ausindustry Hotline: 132846
Email: hotline@ausindustry.gov.au

Internet Address

http://www.innovation.gov.au/Programsandservices/CommercialisingEmergingTech
nologiesCOMET/Pages/default.aspx

Grant/Initiative: Innovation Investment Fund (lIF)

Description

The Australian Government’s Innovation Investment Fund (lIF) promotes the
commercialisation of Australia’s research through the establishment of new fund
managers to provide equity finance to small, early stage Australian companies.

The Australian Government invested $221 million in rounds one and two of the IIF
program, matched by the private sector up to a maximum ratio of two to one. The
total funding available to support the commercialisation of early-stage Australian
research and development under rounds one and two of the IIF program is $354
million.

In round three, the Australian Government invested $200 million. The Government’s
contribution must be matched one to one with privately-sourced capital.
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The Innovation Investment Fund round three aims to:

. develop fund managers with experience in the early stage venture capital
industry;

° encourage the development of new companies that are commercialising
research and development;

° establish, in the medium term, a ‘revolving’ or self funding scheme; and

° develop a self-sustaining, early stage venture capital industry in Australia.

Requirements for Eligibility
Assessment of applications is done against the following IIF Program merit criteria:

. effectiveness of the applicant’s strategies to contribute to training and
developing Australian-based staff in all aspects of making venture capital
investments in early stage companies;

° size of the proposed fund and ratio of privately sourced capital to
Commonwealth program capital (subject to the Commonwealth program
capital not exceeding a 1:1 ratio to the privately sourced capital and the
Commonwealth program capital being no more than $20 million);

° level and structure of proposed management fees;

° applicant’s capacity and experience in early stage equity investing, giving
particular attention to realizing returns from investments, sourcing investment
opportunities and managing an investment portfolio;

. balance of the management team including qualified and skilled personnel;

° applicant’s understanding of and experience in dealing with issues related to
Australian and international investments, products, services and markets; and

° applicant’s willingness to operate within the intent of the Innovation
Investment Fund program.

Innovation Australia may attribute a preference to applicants that are new venture
capital fund managers.

Dates

The Australian Government calls for applications annually. The dates for 2009 have
not yet been confirmed. The most recent round was in 2007 and this funding
extends for five years.

Target Group
Venture capital managers
Contact Details

AusIndustry Hotline: 132846
Email: hotline@ausindustry@ausindustry.gov.au or lIF3@innovation.gov.au
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Internet Address

http://www.ausindustry.gov.au/VentureCapital/InnovationlnvestmentFundIIF/Pages
/InnovationlnvestmentFund(lIF).aspx

Grant/Initiative: Textile, Clothing and Footwear (TCF) Post-2005
Strategic Investment Program (SIP) Scheme

Description

The Textile, Clothing and Footwear Post-2005 Strategic Investment Program Scheme
2005 (TCF Post-2005 SIP Scheme) provides funding of up to $575 million over ten
years. It aims to foster the development of a sustainable and internationally
competitive TCF manufacturing and design industry in Australia.

The TCF Post-2005 (SIP) Scheme is open to TCF manufacturers and designers for
manufacturing activities in Australia for the initial five years to 2010. Entities
undertaking eligible clothing and finished textile activities will be able to benefit
under the Scheme for an additional five years to 2015.

The TCF Post-2005 (SIP) Scheme provides incentives in the form of grants, paid
annually and in arrears, for investment and innovation activities. Two types of grants
are available on an entitlement basis as follows:

° Type 1 - funds up to 40% of eligible expenditures for new plant and
equipment/building, participation in trade shows and in-store promotions, and
(for clothing and finished textile entities) certain non-production related IT
expenditure; and

° Type 2 - funds up to 80% of eligible expenditures for research and
development, including innovative product design development activities,
innovative process improvement, market research and some industrial
property rights expenditure activities.

Requirements for Eligibility

The Scheme covers the initial development of a particular innovative product design
or innovative process improvement activity but not the repeated application of the
same claimed innovation.

Only activities undertaken in Australia are eligible.
Dates

Applications for this program can be made at any time. This program is until
2014/2015.
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Target Group
Manufacturers and designers for manufacturing activities in Australia
Contact Details

Ausindustry Hotline: 132846
TCF Enquiries: (03) 92687922
Email: hotline@ausindustry.gov.au

Internet Address

http://www.ausindustry.gov.au/Manufacturing/TextilesClothingandFootwearTCF/Te
xtilesClothingandFootwearTCFPost-2005StrategiclnvestmentProgramPost-
2005SIPScheme/Pages/home.aspx

Grant/Initiative: Textile, Clothing and Footwear (TCF) Small
Business Program

Description

The TCF Small Business Program aims to improve the business enterprise culture of
TCF small businesses that are unable to receive assistance under the TCF (SIP) or TCF
Post-2005 (SIP) Schemes.

Business enterprise culture refers to the nature and style of decision making and
production processes of a business. It describes to what extent the values, attitudes
and norms within a business are entrepreneurial.

A business with a strong enterprise culture has the following characteristics:

° emphasises initiative, self-reliance and creativity;

° focuses on maximising commercial returns on products and services;
. is skilled at securing and maintaining a competitive market edge;

° generates and manages change largely from within; and

° has goals of financial growth and expansion.

A maximum of $50,000 is available for a particular project. The maximum applies to
any project regardless of its size or the cash contribution made by the applicant.

Grants are only to be used for approved expenditures incurred during (not before)
the project period. Routine business expenses such as salaries of ongoing
employees, advertising, or routine accounting are not eligible for grant support.

Requirements for Eligibility

The program is a competitive, merit-based grants program. It is open to any eligible
TCF small business or to a consortium that involves an eligible TCF small business.
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A TCF small business has fewer than 20 employees and undertakes eligible TCF
activities as defined by the TCF Post-2005 (SIP) Scheme.

A TCF business that manufactures or designs for manufacture in Australia is eligible
to apply for funding under the program. However, a business that solely imports
products made overseas or only undertakes retail activities is not eligible.

To be eligible for a grant, the project must meet the following eligibility criteria:

o the project must meet the needs of a TCF small business that:
(i) has not received funding from either the TCF (SIP) Scheme or the TCF Post-
2005 (SIP) Scheme;
(ii) is not likely to receive such funding for the financial year in which the
application is made; and
(iii) is not likely to receive such funding for the financial year in which the
project is undertaken;
. the project must be aimed at improving the business enterprise culture of the
TCF small business; and
° the applicant must make a cash contribution to the project for which funding is
sought. This contribution should not have come from a Commonwealth, State
or Territory Government subsidy.

Dates

The program is until June 2016.

Target Group

TCF small businesses and consortia involving eligible TCF small businesses
Contact Details

Ausindustry Hotline: 132846
Email: hotline@ausindustry.gov.au

Internet Address

http://www.ausindustry.gov.au/Manufacturing/TextilesClothingandFootwearTCF/Te
xtilesClothingandFootwearTCFSmallBusinessProgram/Pages/home.aspx
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AusTrade

Austrade delivers services that assist Australian businesses, initiate, sustain and grow
trade and outward investment. It promotes Australia as an inward investment
destination and supports the inflow of productive foreign direct investment.
AusTrade also administers the Export Market Development Grants scheme and
undertakes initiatives designed to improve community awareness of, and
commitment to, international trade and investment. This organisation also provides
advice to the Australian Government on its trade and investment development
activities.

Grant/Initiative: Export Market Development Grants (EMDG)

Description

The Export Market Development Grants (EMDG) is a key Australian Government
financial assistance program for aspiring and current exporters. It encourages small-
and medium-sized Australian businesses to develop export markets. It reimburses up
to 50% of eligible export promotion expenses above a threshold of $10,000 and
provides up to eight grants to each eligible applicant.

Requirements for Eligibility

Any Australian individual, partnership, company, association, co-operative, statutory
corporation or trust that has carried on export promotion activities during the year
can apply for an export grant.

To be eligible, the business must have:

. income of not more than $30 million in the grant year;

. incurred at least $15,000 of eligible export expenses under the scheme (first-
time applicants can combine two years expenses); and

. principal status for the export business.

Moreover, the business must have promoted one of the following:

. export of goods and services;

. delivery of services outside Australia;

. certain services in Australia to non-residents;

o inbound tourism;

. export of intellectual property and know-how; or
. conferences and events held in Australia.
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Dates
This program is until June 30, 2009.
Target Group

Australian individuals, partnerships, companies, associations, cooperatives, statutory
corporations or trust carrying on business in Australia

Contact Details

Austrade
Phone: 132878
Email: emdg.help@austrade.gov.au

Internet Address

http://www.austrade.gov.au/default.aspx?FolderlD=1356

Centrelink

Centrelink assists people to become self-sufficient and supports those in need.

Grant/Initiative: Exceptional Circumstances Professional Advice
and Planning Grant

Description

The Professional Advice and Planning Grant is available to farmers in Exceptional
Circumstances (EC) declared areas. The grant enables eligible farmers, on behalf of
an eligible farm enterprise, to access professional assistance for a financial viability
assessment and/or development of a written drought management plan or business
plan that incorporates drought and risk management strategies.

The grant provides farmers with up to $5,500 (including GST) worth of professional
advice and planning assistance from a suitably qualified professional of their choice.
Up to S500 (GST inclusive) of the grant can be used for travel and incidentals
incurred in obtaining professional advice.

Any funding previously received by the farm enterprise through Farm Help or the
Sugar Industry Reform Programmes will be deducted from the initial entitlement of
$5,500.

There is also scope for recipients of the Professional Advice and Planning Grant to
access an additional $2,200. This extra funding is available at least six months after
the initial grant is received to recipients who wish to re-evaluate their drought
management plan.
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There are two stages of the Professional Advice and Planning Grant. The first is to
confirm the financial viability of the farm enterprise and the second is to obtain
professional advice and planning assistance to develop a drought management plan
or a business plan incorporating drought and risk management strategies.

Requirements for Eligibility
To be eligible, a farmer must represent a farm enterprise in an EC declared area and:

° be a member of a farming enterprise;

° have been a farmer for more than two years;

° contributes a significant part of labour and capital to the farm enterprise;
° derives a significant part of income from the farm enterprise;

° be in Australia; and

° meet the asset test for a farm enterprise.

Only one grant per enterprise is allowed.

If a farmer is eligible for the Murray-Darling Basin Irrigation Management Grant, he
has already met most of the above eligibility criteria and is encouraged to apply for
Professional Advice and Planning Grant.

Dates

Applications can be made at any time before June 12, 2009.
Target Group

Farmers in Exceptional Circumstances (EC) declared areas
Contact Details

Drought Assistance Hotline: 132316

Internet Address

http://www.centrelink.gov.au/internet/internet.nsf/payments/ec papg.htm
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Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry (Daff)

The Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry develops and implements
policies and programs that ensure Australia's agricultural, fisheries, food and forestry
industries remain competitive, profitable and sustainable.

Grant/Initiative: Australian Government Drought Assistance

Description

Exceptional circumstances like severe drought are beyond the control of farmers and
agriculturally-dependent small businesses. With this, Exceptional Circumstances (EC)
declarations for specific areas may be made.

Farm enterprises in EC declared areas and small businesses dependent on these farm
enterprises may be eligible for assistance from Centrelink.

When an area is declared as EC, farmers and small businesses can apply to Centrelink
for EC Assistance. Centrelink will test eligibility for this payment against the eligibility
rules set by the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry. These rules
include income and asset tests. If the application is successful, the concerned will be
paid Drought Assistance Income support fortnightly at the same rate as Newstart
Allowance. The recipient will also qualify for a Health Care Card.

If a non-EC declared area is experiencing exceptional circumstances and has
established a strong case for drought assistance backed by factual evidence, the area
may be declared eligible for Interim Income Support. This interim support can be
paid to farmers and eligible small business operators for up to six months while their
area is being assessed for full EC declaration. If a full EC declaration for the area is
made, Interim Income Support will be replaced by full EC assistance.

Requirements for Eligibility
To qualify for the Drought Assistance Income Support, the applicant must:

° be an Australian resident and living in Australia; and
° not be on Newstart Allowance or any other Centrelink benefit or pension or
service pension from the Department of Veterans’ Affairs.

To qualify for EC Assistance as a farmer, the applicant must:

° have a right or interest in the land used for the purposes of a farm enterprise,
contribute a significant part of labour and capital to the farm enterprise and
derive a significant part of income from the farm; and

. hold a current EC certificate identifying the farm as being located in an area
that is eligible for assistance.
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To qualify for EC Assistance as an eligible small business owner, the applicant must:

have a current Australian Business Number (ABN) and carry out commercial
activities (this does not include charities and not-for-profit groups);

employ less than 100 full-time or equivalent employees; and

be solvent (able to pay debt). The applicant needs to provide details of any
pending insolvency or legal actions when applying for this relief assistance.

Small businesses must also demonstrate that:

a significant financial downturn has affected their business due to the impacts
of the drought on farming enterprises located in an EC declared area;

they contribute a significant part of their [abour and capital to the business and
derive a significant part of their income from the business;

they meet the asset test for the payment;

they receive 70% or more of normal business turn over that comes from the
provision of goods and services for farm activities in an EC declared area; or
they are located in a town with a population of up to 10,000 that is
substantially reliant on farm income and is in an EC-declared area.

Dates

Applicants can apply at anytime. This program is ongoing.

Target Group

Farmers and small businesses in EC-declared areas

Contact Details

Drought Assistance Hotline: 132316

Murray-Darling Basin Assistance Hotline Free Call: 1800050015
Youth and Student Services: 132490

ABSTUDY: 132317

Assistance for Isolated Children: 132318

Family Assistance Office: 136150

Speak to Centrelink in languages other than English: 131202
Customer Relations Free Call: 1800050004

Australian Government Services Fraud Tip-off Line: 131524
TTY Enquiries Free Call: 1800810586

Make an Appointment: 131021

Website: www.centrelink.gov.au

Internet Address

http://www.centrelink.gov.au/internet/internet.nsf/payments/drought assist.htm
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Grant/Initiative: Australia-China Agricultural Cooperation
Agreement (ACACA)

Description

The Australia-China Agricultural Cooperation Agreement (ACACA) program is
designed to enhance cooperation in the agriculture sector, develop trading
relationships and exchange technical information between Australia and China. Its
objective is to promote bilateral agricultural cooperation, covering all activities
relating to agriculture, fisheries and forestry, from inputs and technology to food
processing and distribution.

Every 18 months, the Australian Government and the Government of the People’s
Republic of China fund up to six delegation visits in each country to participate in the
program.

For Australian residents, ACACA offers unique opportunities for farmers, agri-
businesses, industry group, rural and regional associations, and educational and
research academic institutions to visit locations within China and make business. The
Chinese Ministry of Agriculture provides the same opportunity for stakeholders in
China to visit Australia and establish business and communal contacts.

The current program focuses on projects that demonstrate commercial potential and
provide clear flow-on benefits to industry.

Requirements for Eligibility
The following can apply for the ACACA program:

° farmers;

. agri-businesses;

. industry groups;

° rural and regional associations;
° academic institutions;

° statutory authorities; and

° state governments.

The applicants must be Australian-based and all proposed mission members must be
Australian nationals.

Dates

The 2009-2010 funding round is now closed. The next funding round is expected to
be advertised in mid-2010.

Directory of Grants and Initiatives for Desert Businesses 19
Chapter: Australia-wide pp. 1-62



Desert Knowledge CRC Working Paper 36: MF Rola-Rubzen and Fe M Gabunada

Target Group

Farmers, agribusinesses, industry groups, rural and regional associations; academic
institutions, statutory authorities, and state governments

Contact Details

Ms Bernice Cheng

East Asia Section

Trade and Market Access Division

Australian Government Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry
GPO Box 858, Canberra ACT 2601

Phone: (02) 62724241
Fax: (02) 62724600

Internet Address

http://www.daff.gov.au/market-access-trade/iac/acaca

Grant/Initiative: Rural Financial Counselling Service (RFCS)

Description

The Rural Financial Counselling Service (RFCS) program was established in 1986 in
response to drought, depressed commodity prices and increasing interest rates. The
program is funded by the Australian and state governments who have committed
funding until 30 June 2011.

The RFCS Program offers grants to state and regional organisations in order to
provide free and impartial rural financial counselling to primary producers, fishers
and small rural businesses who are suffering financial hardship and who have no
alternative sources of impartial support.

For purposes of the Rural Financial Counselling Service Program, a small rural
business is defined as a rural business that employs no more than ten full-time-
equivalent (38 hours per week) employees and provides the majority of its services
to primary producers and is directly involved in primary production.

Rural financial counselling is free, impartial and independent of financial institutions,
welfare agencies and government. Rural financial counsellors can:

e help clients identify financial and business options;

e help clients negotiate with their lenders;

e help clients adjust to climate change through the Climate Change Adjustment
Program, identify any advice and training needed and develop an action plan;

e help clients meet their mutual obligations under the Transitional Income
Support program;
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e give clients information about government and other assistance schemes;

o refer clients to accountants, agricultural advisers and educational services; and

o refer clients to Centrelink and to professionals for succession planning, family
mediation and personal, emotional and social counselling.

Requirements for Eligibility

Not specified

Dates

This program is until June 20, 2011.
Target Group

State and regional organisations
Contact Details

Phone: 1800686175

Internet Address

http://www.daff.gov.au/agriculture-food/drought/rfcs

Department of Education, Employment and Workplace
Relations (DEEWR)

The Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations helps
unemployed Australians to find work and supports strong employment growth and
improved productive performance of enterprises in Australia.

Grant/Initiative: Indigenous Capital Assistance Scheme (ICAS)

Description

The Indigenous Capital Assistance Scheme (ICAS) offers Indigenous businesses access
to commercial finance and culturally appropriate professional and mentoring
support services. The economic opportunities created through ICAS may support
improved employment opportunities for Indigenous Australians.

Specifically, ICAS:

. gives Indigenous businesses access to financial support;
. provides cheaper interest rates, bank application and establishment fees and
professional mentoring services; and
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. makes available overdraft options for business, business development loans
and finance for capital items.

Financial support for loans ranging from $50,000 to $500,000 is available over three
years together with business advisory and mentoring support services. Financial
support includes:

. interest rate subsidy;
. subsidy on part of the bank’s application and establishment fees; and
. professional and mentoring support services subsidy.

The types of available finance include:

. business overdraft — can be used to smooth out fluctuations in cash flow, with
easy access to a revolving line of credit;

. business development loans — with repayments over a term of up to 25 years
at variable or fixed interest rates; and

° finance for capital items.

THE FOLLOWING ARE THE KEY FEATURES OF THE SCHEMIE:

o available nationwide;

o finance from $50,000 to $500,000 with subsidised interest for the first three
years;

. reimbursement of loan establishment/documentation fees (up to $820);

. provision of business advisory and mentoring services to assist in the
development of a business; and

. reimbursement of fees for professional services purchased from accredited and
registered accountants, lawyers, tax advisers and training from a registered
training organisation.

Requirements for Eligibility
To apply for the scheme, applicants must:

. have an ABN;

. be at least 50% Indigenous Australian-owned (for companies this refers to
shareholders) or for a partnership of two people, have at least one partner who
is an Indigenous Australian;

. have at least 50% Indigenous Australian employees;

. utilise funds for the establishment of a new business, expansion or acquisition
of an existing business that will lead to increased Indigenous employment;

. conduct a lawful business in accordance with the Indigenous Capital Assistance
Scheme guidelines and is culturally or socially appropriate in the relevant local
community;

. not be insolvent or in undischarged bankruptcy; and

. have total business debt liabilities (including Indigenous Capital Assistance
Scheme finance) that do not exceed $500,000 at any one time.
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Dates

No dates specified

Target Group

Indigenous businesses

Contact Details

Indigenous Employment Line: 1802102
Internet Address

http://www.workplace.gov.au/workplace/Individual/IndigenousAustralians/Indigeno
usCapitalAssistanceSchemelCAS.htm

Grant/Initiative: Australian Apprenticeships Incentives Programme

Description

The Apprenticeships Incentives Programme aims to develop a more skilled workforce
that delivers long-term benefits for the nation and international competitiveness.
This is achieved by encouraging employers to open up genuine opportunities for
skills-based training of their employees through provision by the Australian
Government of financial incentives to employers who employ and train an Australian
Apprentice.

Payment of incentives for Australian Apprentices (apprentices and trainees) is
subject to employers and their Australian Apprentices satisfying eligibility criteria.

The standard commencement, recommencement and completion incentives are as
follows:

° $1,250 for an employer who commences an Australian Apprentice in Certificate
Il trainings;

. $1,500 for an employer who commences an Australian Apprentice in Certificate
IIl, IV or selected Diploma and Advanced Diploma qualifications;

° $750 for employers recommencing out-of-trade Certificate Ill, IV or selected
Diploma and Advanced Diploma Apprentices; and

° 25%, 50%, 75% or 100% of the $2,500 completion incentive for employers of
Australian Apprentices who successfully complete Certificate Ill, IV or selected
Diploma and Advanced Diploma qualifications.
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Other incentives include:

24

$1,100 special incentive for an employer who employs an Australian
Apprentice in an eligible innovation Training Package qualification at the
Certificate Il or IV level;

$1,000 special incentive for Rural and Regional Australian Apprenticeships
where the Australian Apprentice commences a Certificate Il or IV qualification
in a national skill needs occupation in a non-metropolitan area;

$750 additional incentive for an employer who employs and Australian
Apprentice in an endorsed Australian School-based Apprenticeship at
Certificate Il to IV levels and in selected diplomas and advanced diplomas;

$750 for an employer who continues to employ a Certificate Il to IV level or
selected diploma and advanced diploma Australian School-based Apprentice
after the student has completed Year 12;

$1,500 additional incentive for employers of eligible Certificate Il Australian
Apprentices who are employed by an employer who has current Exceptional
Circumstances Drought Area certificate;

$1,500 additional incentive for employers on the successful completion of
eligible Certificate Il Australian Apprentices who attracted a Declared Drought
Areas additional commencement incentive;

$750 special incentive for an employer who commences an eligible Certificate Il
to higher level Australian Apprentice who is a disadvantaged person aged 45
years or over;

$750 special incentive for an employer on the successful completion of a
Certificate Il to higher level Australian Apprentice who attracted a Mature Aged
Worker special commencement incentive;

$1,000 special incentive for Group Training Organisations that support
Australian Apprentices to complete a Certificate Il Australian;

additional assistance in the form of wage support payment, tutorial,
enterpreter and mentor services to eligible employers who employ a Certificate
Il or higher level Australian Apprentice with a disability;

Australian Apprentices may be eligible for up to twelve months of Living Away
from Home Allowance at the rate of $77.17 per week in the first year, further
twelve months assistance at the rate of $38.59 in the second year and a further
twelve months assistance of $25 in the third year if the Certificate Il or higher
level Australian Apprentice had to move away from the parental/guardian
home to commence or remain in an Australian Apprenticeship or is homeless;
two tax exempt $500 payments to eligible Australian Apprentices undertaking
qualifications in the skill needs trades with a small/medium enterprise or
Group Training Organisations;

$1,000 worth of tax exempt payments per year for the first and second years of
Apprenticeship to eligible Australian Apprentices under 30 years of age
undertaking a skills needs trade qualification at the Certificate Ill or IV level;
and

$150 per week (57,800 per annum) in the first year and $100 per week (55,200
per annum) in the second year for mid-career workers (aged 30 years or over)

Directory of Grants and Initiatives for Desert Businesses
Chapter: Australia-wide pp. 1-62



Desert Knowledge CRC Working Paper 36: MF Rola-Rubzen and Fe M Gabunada

to upgrade skills through an apprenticeship at the Certificate Ill or IV level in a
trade occupation with high demand.

Requirements for Eligibility

Applicants must be Australian residents.

Dates

Applications for this program can be made at any time. This program is ongoing.
Target Group

Australian residents

Contact Details

Phone: 133873

Internet Address

http://www.australianapprenticeships.gov.au/employer/incentives.asp#lncentives%
20for%20Higher%20Technical%20Skills

Grant/Initiative: Indigenous Small Business Fund (ISBF)

Description

The Indigenous Small Business Fund (ISBF) is part of the Australian Government’s
Indigenous Employment Policy that assists Indigenous community organisations in
getting Indigenous businesses up and running, providing goods and services, and
employing Indigenous people in lasting jobs.

ISBF has two main objectives:

1. foster the development of businesses owned and run by Indigenous
community organisations; and
2.  promote lasting Indigenous employment opportunities.

It offers funding to Indigenous community-based organisations in order to assist
Indigenous people learn about business, develop good business skills and expand
their businesses. It funds projects related to stand-alone businesses or franchises
that help create Indigenous business opportunities and provide jobs for Indigenous
people. The projects may involve one or more of the following:

e getting a mentor, business manager or consultant to assist in starting,
managing and running a business;
e providing training in business and governance;
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e developing a business plan or feasibility plan;

e |ooking for and developing business opportunities;

e getting assistance for marketing and promotion; and
e developing product or service.

ISBF pays up to $110,000 per year for each approved project inclusive of the Goods
and Services Tax (GST). Higher levels of funding for a project with more than one
year duration can be considered at the discretion of DEEWR.

Requirements for Eligibility

Incorporated community Indigenous organisations can apply for funding. A
community organisation is one that returns profits to the community and not to
individuals.

Community Indigenous organisations may be incorporated under the
Commonwealth Aboriginal Councils and Associations Act 1976 or other laws or
systems. Organisations that are incorporated under other laws or systems will need
to show that they are community-based, that their aims are consistent with the
objectives of the Indigenous Small Business Fund and that Indigenous people have
majority representation on the organisation’s board or management committee.

Individual Indigenous people seeking to operate businesses on their own behalf are
not funded by ISBF as other assistance is available.

Dates

No dates specified

Target Group

Incorporated Indigenous community-based organisations
Contact Details

Indigenous Small Business Fund

Department of Employment and Workplace Relations
GPO Box 9879

Indigenous Employment Line: 1802102

Internet Address

http://www.workplace.gov.au/workplace/Individual/IndigenousAustralians/Indigeno
usSmallBusinessFund.htm
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Grant/Initiative: Structured Training and Employment Projects
(STEP)

Description

The Structured Training and Employment Projects (STEP) is one of the elements of
the Indigenous Employment Policy. STEP aims to generate more employment
opportunities for Indigenous Australians particularly in the private sector.

The types of assistance provided in a STEP package are as follows:

° job placement;

° workplace orientation and on-the-job support and advice;

° mentoring;

° wage subsidy;

. assistance with developing an Indigenous employment strategy for an
organisation;

° developing cross-cultural awareness training packages and a contribution to
the cost of delivering training;

° marketing initiatives to identify suitable participants;

° personal assistance to participants prior to commencing training or work;

° pre-employment and formal/accredited training while employed or prior to
employment; and

° support for the developing an SRA with local Indigenous people and
communities which focus on employment.

Funding can be made directly to the organisation that delivers assistance or funding
can be used to purchase some or all of the assistance from another organisation or
individual.

The level of funding available through STEP depends upon a combination of factors
that include:

° skills and job readiness of the participant;
. nature of the job and required level of training;
° access to support from other employment services such as Job Network;

° level of training completed by a participant;
° length of time a participant stays in a job; and
. location of the project.

Applicants are expected to make a significant funding contribution. If applicants are
employers, they must meet employment on-costs and the purchase of capital
equipment.

Funding for participant-based projects is generally calculated on an annual, per

participant basis and ranges from $2,200 to $11,000 for some community
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organisations. Funding is generally provided for one year or for two years in respect
of New Apprenticeships.

Requirements for Eligibility

STEP funding is available to employers and other organisations that can generate
employment opportunities for Indigenous Australians. While employers can be from
the private, public or community sector, the focus is on increasing jobs in the private
sector.

Employers can apply directly to DEEWR for funding by talking with their local DEEWR
office and submitting an application. Organisations that are not intending to be
employers of STEP participants should contact their local DEEWR office to discuss
how to apply for funding.

To be eligible for assistance under STEP, a participant must:

° be of Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander descent;

. identify as an Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander; and

° be accepted as an Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander by the community in
which he/she lives or has lived.

It is preferable that STEP projects provide employment opportunities for
unemployed Indigenous people. However, those who are employed can participate
in STEP to achieve an improved employment outcome. This would include moving
from casual or part-time work to increased hours or accessing training and
employment that will improve skills and ongoing employment prospects.

The project must demonstrate clear benefits to the participants’ communities. A
participant who has previously been supported under STEP is usually not eligible to
participate in another STEP project within a two-year period unless DEEWR approves
the second placement.

Dates

Applications can be made at any time. This program is until June 2009.
Target Group

Employers and organisations

Contact Details

Indigenous Employment Line: 1802102
Website: www.workplace.gov.au

Internet Address

http://www.workplace.gov.au/workplace/Programmes/IndigenousProgs/STEP/STEPf
oremployers.htm
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Grant/Initiative: Wage Assistance Program

Description

The Wage Assistance Program was established in 1999 as part of the Indigenous
Employment Policy. It provides incentives to employers who provide ongoing
employment for eligible Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander job seekers.

The Program offers salary subsidies to employers of up to:

. $4,400 for full-time work (35 hours per week or the hours defined as full-time
in the relevant industrial award or certified workplace agreement); or

. $2,200 (including GST) for ongoing part-time work of at least 15 hours per
week.

Wage Assistance is used mainly by small private sector businesses and is available
for apprentices and trainees as well as other employees. It is also available to public
and community sector employers.

Requirements for Eligibility
To be eligible for wage assistance, the job must be:

. paid under an Award or a Certified Agreement;

. ongoing (the employer knows of no reason why the vacancy cannot continue
indefinitely); and

. a full-time job of 35 hours per week or the full-time hours specified in the
Award or Agreement; or

. a part-time job of at least 15 hours per week; and

. not receiving wage subsidy funding from any other government program.

Moreover, the employee must be:

. an unemployed Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander; and

. if 21 years of age or over, receiving an eligible income support payment; or

. participating in a CDEP project (the job must be outside of CDEP grant funding);
or

. if under 21 years old and not in receipt of income support, must be registered

with Centrelink or a Job Network member as looking for work.
Dates

This application must be lodged within 28 days of the job seeker commencing work
with the employer. This program is ongoing.
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Target Group

Employers who provide ongoing employment for eligible Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander job seekers

Contact Details

Workplace Information Line: 1300363264
Email: waadmin@deewr.gov.au

Internet Address

http://www.workplace.gov.au/workplace/Organisation/Employer/Employmentincen
tives/WageAssistance.htm

Department of Innovation, Industry, Science and Research
(DIISR)

The Department of Innovation, Industry, Science and Research aims to increase
prosperity for all Australians through internationally competitive and sustainable
industry.

Grant/Initiative: Geelong Investment and Innovation Fund (GIIF)

Description

The Geelong Investment and Innovation Fund was established by the Australian and
Victorian Governments together with Ford Australia following Ford's restructure of
its manufacturing operations in Geelong.

The Fund assists industry development in the Geelong region by providing grants to
support new investment that will create sustainable jobs.

Requirements for Eligibility

New investments that create sustainable jobs are qualified.
Dates

The second and final funding round closed on 31 October 2008.
Target Group

New investments that create sustainable jobs
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Contact Details

Department of Innovation, Industry, Science and Research
Phone: (03) 92687533
Email: giif@innovation.gov.au

Internet Address

http://www.innovation.gov.au/Programsandservices/Geelonglnvestmentandinnovat
ionFund/Pages/GeelonglnvestmentandlnnovationFund.aspx

Grant/Initiative: SA Innovation and Investment Fund (SAIIF) —
Industry Development Program

Description

The purpose of the SAIIF Industry Development Program is to support investment
aimed at creating sustainable new jobs in South Australia with focus on the southern
suburbs of Adelaide.

Eligible investment will create new or additional business capacity designed to
enhance sustainable employment, business and economic opportunities with a focus
on innovative manufacturing and/or technology projects. Investment proposals
resulting in the creation of new jobs in South Australia at the expense of jobs
elsewhere in Australia will not be favoured.

Financial assistance will only be provided for up to 50% of projected eligible capital
costs (primarily for plant and equipment directly applied to the production of the
outputs of the investment proposal excluding land, buildings and infrastructure) and
on the provision of satisfactory evidence that the agreed Payment Milestones have
been achieved.

Requirements for Eligibility
Eligible applicants are firms/commercial enterprises which:

° are legal entities (with whom the Australian Government and the South
Australian Government can enter into legally binding funding agreements; and

° can demonstrate the commitment of funding exclusive of in-kind contributions
to the investment proposal which is free of other government funding and
which at least matches the funding which is being sought from the Program.

The following are not eligible to apply:

° individuals who are not registered for business purposes;

° Australian Government, state, territory and local government agencies and
bodies;
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. entities that do not comply or have not complied with state or Commonwealth
laws including the Equal Opportunity for Women in the Workplace Act 1999; or
° MMAL and its related companies.

Dates

The funding date for the next round is yet to be confirmed. The program is until
2011.

Target Group
Firms and commercial enterprises
Contact Details

Phone: (03) 92687548
Email: saiif@innovation.gov.au

Internet Address

http://www.innovation.gov.au/Programsandservices/SAIIF/Pages/SAIIF.aspx

Grape and Wine Research and Development Corporation
(GWRDC)

The Grape and Wine Research and Development Corporation supports the
development of the Australian grape and wine industry by planning and funding
collective research and development (R&D) programs. It facilitates the
dissemination, adoption and commercialisation of the results through out the
industry.

Grant/Initiative: Grape and Wine Research and Development
Corporation (GWRDC) Projects

Description

The Grape and Wine Research and Development Corporation (GWRDC) supports the
growth of the Australian grape and wine industry by planning and funding collective
research and development (R&D) programs and facilitating the dissemination,
adoption and commercialisation of the results throughout the industry.

To achieve this, GWRDC:

° investigates and evaluates the R&D requirements for the Australian grape and
wine industry, develops a five-year research and development plan and an
Annual operational plan;

. provides R&D funding;
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° monitors, evaluates and reports to the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and
Forestry, Parliament and industry on R&D activities that are coordinated or
funded, wholly or partly by the GWRDC; and

° facilitates the dissemination, adoption and commercialisation of R&D results to
industry.

Requirements for Eligibility
Assessment criteria for proposals include:

° delivery of research outcomes to the grape and wine industry that have a clear
economic, environmental or social benefit and/or contribute to the
sustainability of the industry and the Australian community; or

° generation of fundamental knowledge or research capacity that is to the long-
term benefit of the industry and Australian community and/or has potential to
produce knowledge that benefits other priority areas of research.

In addition, proposals must:

o clearly address priorities outlined in the GWRDC five-year R&D plan 2007-2012;
° clearly address industry priorities;

° be feasible as defined in the research plan;

° be novel and not duplicate other work;

. include appropriate collaborations;

° be of good value for the scale of investment; and

o be delivered in an ‘industry ready’ form in a timely manner.

Dates

The program has been currently restructured. This program is until 2012.
Target Group

Researchers and development workers in the grape and wine industry
Contact Details

Mail address:
Grape and Wine Research and Development Corporation
PO Box 221, Goodwood SA 5034 Australia

Courier address: 67 Greenhill Road, Wayville SA 5034 Australia

Tel: (08) 8273 0500 Fax: (08) 83736608
Email: gwrdc@gwrdc.com.au Email (Project proposal): applications@gwrdc.com.au

Internet Address

http://www.gwrdc.com.au/
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Horticulture Australia Ltd (HAL)

Horticulture Australia Ltd works in partnership with the horticulture sector to invest
in programs that provide benefit to Australian horticulture industries.

Grant/Initiative: Horticulture Australia’s (HAL) R&D Program
Description
Horticulture Australia LTD (HAL) invests around $80 million annually in projects in

partnership with the horticultural sector. These projects cover research and
development and marketing activities.

HAL supports projects that cover the following topics: export market development,
domestic marketing, industry analysis, industry development, commercialisation,
product integrity, biosecurity, post-harvest, emerging technology, natural resource
management, climate change, crop production, plant health, breeding and
biotechnology.

Projects are funded through R&D levies, marketing levies and voluntary
contributions. All HAL's R&D activities are supported by the Australian Government
through the provision of matching funding.

Requirements for Eligibility

R&D projects that align with the relevant industry strategic plan and annual priorities
can be eligible for HAL funding.

Dates

The submission period for applications for 2009 is likely to be from mid-January to
mid-March. This program is until December 2009.

Target Group
Research and development workers in the horticulture sector
Contact Details

Horticulture Australia Limited
Level 7, 179 Elizabeth Street
Sydney NSW 2000

Tel: (02) 82952300

Fax: (02) 82952399

Internet Address

http://www.horticulture.com.au/working hal/overview.asp
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Indigenous Business Australia (IBA)

Indigenous Business Australia creates opportunities for Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander individuals and communities to build assets and wealth.

Grant/Initiative: Indigenous Business Development Programme

Description
The Indigenous Business Development Programme offers the following services:

. Business Support —available to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander individuals
or businesses. Support provided includes access to professional and marketing
advice, support to develop a business idea, assistance to start or acquire a
business, training and development of business skills and other services such as
product development, assistance with business growth, feasibility studies and
provision of ongoing mentoring services.

. Business Finance —also available to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
individuals or businesses. Services provided include assistance with the
acquisition, establishment and development of commercially viable enterprises
and access to commercial loans for eligible individuals, partnerships and
corporations. The base interest rate on all loans is set at 2.5% and is reviewed
every six months.

. Economic development Initiatives — these foster the development of
Indigenous businesses by improving the capacity of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people to start and operate a business. These initiatives aim to provide
practical guidance on how to develop or implement business ideas and give
access to tailored information and products.

Requirements for Eligibility
The programme has the following eligibility requirements:

° confirmation of Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander descent;

° commercial viability of the enterprise (applicants must demonstrate how the
business will repay the loan in accordance with the agreed terms including
meeting the requirement to provide an adequate return to the owner);

° security (borrowers must provide adequate assets of sufficient real value that
can be sold to recover the loan funds in case of default);

. satisfactory credit report; and

° management skills.

Dates

This program is ongoing.
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Target Group
Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander individuals or businesses
Contact Details

Indigenous Coordination Centres (ICC) in Sydney, Adelaide, Perth, Broome, Brisbane,
Cairns, Melbourne, Wagga Wagga and Darwin
Phone: 1800804754

Internet Address

www.iba.gov.au

Grant/Initiative: Indigenous Equity and Investments Programme

Description

Through the programme, IBA invests directly in business opportunities with industry
partners that are recognised experts within their fields. Majority of these
investments are joint venture structures that involve a local Indigenous community
as part of the investment.

EIP investments can be on the following:

. tourism - includes accommodation facilities, tour companies and a cultural
theme park;

. mining and services — includes commercial waste transfer station, commercial
laundry, insurance brokerage and various companies associated with the
provision of services to the mining industry; and

. property - includes diversity of properties located Australia-wide and includes
office, retail and light industrial accommodation.

Requirements for Eligibility
The following are eligible to apply:

° Indigenous groups with sound business proposals ; and
° private sector with sound business opportunity requiring investment capital.

Dates
Ongoing
Target Group

Indigenous groups and private sector with sound business proposals
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Contact Details
Phone: 1300662746
Internet Address

www.iba.gov.au

B. Training/Mentoring

AusTrade

Austrade delivers a range of more than 30 business programs including innovation
grants, tax and duty concessions, small business development, industry support and
venture capital.

Grant/Initiative: New Exporter Development Program (NEDP)

Description

The New Exporter Development Program is designed for small- and medium-sized
Australian businesses that are new to or have limited experience in exporting. The
program helps eligible businesses develop the skills and knowledge required to seek
out and be ready for export opportunities.

The program provides participants valuable advice and information, tailored export
coaching and assistance on the ground in selected overseas markets. Participants in
the program work with an assigned export adviser over an 18-month period and
receive the following services:

o assistance in selecting an export market;

. export coaching tailored to the needs of the business;

. twenty hours of assistance at no charge delivered through Austrade’s overseas
network in a maximum of two markets.

Participants are required to:

. commit resources and reasonable management time to the program;
. meet the various costs of participation including travel and market research;
and

. be aware that the export coaching will need to be completed and the twenty
hours of assistance in overseas markets will need to be used within 18 months
of being signed on to the program.
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Requirements for Eligibility
To be eligible for the program, the business should have:

. current Australian Business Number (ABN);

. Australia as its main place of business;

. never previously been signed on to the New Exporter Development Program;
and

. not exported more than three times in the last three years or have not
achieved exports with a cumulative value of more than $200,000 in the last
three years.

In addition, the business must be export capable and have:

. a product, service or patented intellectual property with clear export potential;

. management commitment to becoming an exporter and developing the export
side of the business including willingness to visit the market, if appropriate;

. ability to assign export budget and financial resources to get into export
including budget to visit the market;

. growth strategy;

. understanding that the company will need to participate in coaching before
going on an overseas visit or mission;

. marketing materials such as a website or brochure with an understanding that
materials specific to the international market may need to be developed; and
capacity to build supply capability.

Dates

This program is ongoing.

Target Group

New and irregular exporters with limited experience
Contact Details

Robert Chua: Export Adviser

Barton - NSW Business Chamber Ltd

Unit 6, 125 Gladstone Street

Fyshwick ACT 2609 Australia

PO Box 4255, Manuka ACT 2603

Tel: (02) 62806468 or 62808546

Mobile: 0419257694 Fax: (02) 62391947
Email: robert.chua@australianbusiness.com.au
Website: www.australianbusiness.com.au

Internet Address

http://www.austrade.gov.au/New-Exporter-Development-Program/default.aspx
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Department of Education, Employment and Workplace
Relations (DEEWR)

The Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations helps
unemployed Australians to find work and supports strong employment growth and
improved productive performance of enterprises in Australia.

Grant/Initiative: New Enterprise Incentive Scheme (NEIS)

Description

The New Enterprise Incentive Scheme (NEIS) helps participants become self-sufficient
and independent by establishing a new small business. It provides training on small
business management, business skills and business plan development.

The Scheme provides NEIS Allowance to participants for up to 52 weeks, NEIS Rental
Assistance for up to 26 weeks and business advice and mentoring support during the
first year of business operation.

NEIS helps participants develop a business plan as part of the training. The plan
needs to be approved before starting the business with NEIS assistance.

NEIS does not provide start-up funds such as loans or grants.
Requirements for Eligibility
In order to participate in NEIS, the candidate must:

. be registered on DEEWR information systems as eligible for the full range of
Job Network services and at least 18 years old and receives an allowance
specified by DEEWR as NEIS eligible; or

° a mature age job seeker not on income support who is registered for Job
Search Support only, 50 years or over and has the capacity to be financially
self-sufficient while undertaking NEIS training; or

° eligible to participate in NEIS under the Australian Government Labour
Adjustment Package.

All NEIS participants must:

o be available to train and work full-time in the business;

. agree to hold and maintain a controlling interest in the business during the
term of the NEIS Participant Agreement;

. not have received NEIS Assistance in the previous two years and not have
received previous NEIS Assistance for a similar business activity; and

. not be an undischarged bankrupt.
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The business must:

. be independent, reputable and lawful;

° be assessed as commercially viable by a NEIS provider;

° not be operating on a commercial basis;

. not compete directly with an existing business ;

° not involve the purchase or take over of an existing business; and be
established, located and operated solely in Australia.

Dates

This program is ongoing. Applications can be made at any time.
Target Group

Individuals

Contact Details

Employment Services Information Line: 136268

Internet Address:

http://www.workplace.gov.au/workplace/Programmes/NEIS/

C. Other Programs

AusIndustry

Ausindustry delivers a range of more than 30 business programs including innovation
grants, tax and duty concessions, small business development, industry support, and
venture capital.

Grant/Initiative: Certain Inputs to Manufacture (CIM)

Description

The Certain Inputs to Manufacture (CIM) Scheme reduces input costs by providing
duty free entry for certain goods used in activities directed towards import
replacement and export enhancement. It enables the following goods to be
imported duty free:

e raw materials and intermediate goods classified under heading 5903 or within
Chapter 28,29, 32, 34, 35 37, 38,39 or 48 of Schedule 3 of the Customs Tariff,
broadly chemicals, plastics and paper goods and;

e metal materials and goods classified within Chapters 72 to 82 of Schedule 3 of
the Customs Tariff used in packaging food.
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Requirements for Eligibility
Applications can be made by or on behalf of an end user of the material or goods.
The eligibility criteria used to assess an application under the CIM scheme include:

o prospective in nature - applications must be lodged before the goods which are
the subject of the application, are imported;

° enhancement of competitiveness - goods that are the subject of the application
must be intended for use in export enhancement or import replacement
activities that would generate a quantifiable and significant benefit to
Australia; and

° eligibility of goods - eligibility is restricted to chemical, plastic and paper raw
materials and intermediate goods and certain food packaging that has a
substantial and demonstrable performance advantage over those produced in
Australia.

Dates

Applications can be made at any time before the good is imported. This program is
ongoing.

Target Group

End users of the material or goods that are going to be used for import replacement
and export enhancement activities that would generate a quantifiable and significant
benefit to Australia

Contact Details

Product Manager

Policy By-laws

GPO Box 9839

Canberra ACT 2601
Ausindustry Hotline: 132846
Email: aiact@innovation.gov.au

Internet Address

http://www.ausindustry.gov.au/ImportandExport/CertainlnputstoManufactureCIM/
Pages/CertainlmportstoManufacture(CIM).aspx

Grant/Initiative: Enhanced Project By-Law Scheme (EPBS)

Description

The Enhanced Project By-Law Scheme (EPBS) provides tariff duty concessions on
eligible goods for significant projects in the mining, resource processing, agriculture,
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food processing, food packaging, manufacturing, gas supply, power supply and water
supply industries. The scheme incorporates an Australian Industry Participation Plan
to encourage the use of Australian industry in projects and global supply chains.

The EPBS enables eligible goods not made in Australia or technologically superior to
those made in Australia to be imported duty free. These goods include:

° functional units (machinery integrally connected to perform a process);

° procurement packages and equipment packages (a quantity of the same type
of machinery, equipment or their components which is used across the
project);

° pipes, pipelines, conveyors and flexible flow lines; and

° stainless steel materials to be directly incorporated into the goods identified
above.

Under the EPBS, eligible goods can be imported in separate shipments and still be
eligible but applications must be lodged before eligible goods are imported.

Requirements for Eligibility
Projects must meet the following criteria:

o sector eligibility - EPBS concession applies mining, resource processing,
agriculture, food processing, food packaging, manufacturing, gas supply, power
supply and water supply industries;

. expenditure threshold - eligible projects must have total project expenditure
on capital goods of $10 million or greater;

° availability of goods - only eligible goods that are not produced in Australia or
are technologically superior to those made in Australia are eligible for a
concession under the Enhanced Project By-law Scheme. The customer must
demonstrate through specified sources or consultation with Australia industry
that goods are not available in Australia; and

° Australia Industry Participation Plan — EPBS customer must develop and
implement a plan to provide full, fair and reasonable opportunity to Australian
industry to participate in all aspects of the project. The Australian Industry
Participation Plan must address Australian participation across the entire
project and not just the selection process in relation to each eligible good.

Dates

The EPBS operates on a prospective basis. Applications must be lodged before goods
are imported. Applications lodged after the goods are imported are retrospective
and will be refused.

Target Group

Mining, resource processing, agriculture, food processing, food packaging,
manufacturing, gas supply, power supply and water supply industries
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Contact Details

Customer Service Manager
AusIndustry State Offices

Product Manager

Enhanced Project by-Law Scheme
Ausindustry Hotline: 32846

Email: hotline@ausindustry.gov.au
Website: www.ausindustry.gov.au

Internet Address

http://www.ausindustry.gov.au/ImportandExport/EnhancedProjectBy-
lawSchemeEPBS/Pages/EnhancedProjectBy-lawScheme(EPBS).aspx

Grant/Initiative: Textile, Clothing and Footwear (TCF) and
Expanded Overseas Assembly Provisions (EOAP) Scheme

Description

The Expanded Overseas Assembly Provisions (EOAP) Scheme is administered by the
Australian Customs Service on behalf of the Department of Innovation, Industry,
Science and Research. It enables participants to assemble certain goods overseas
from predominantly Australian fabric and leather. The assembled goods can be
imported for local consumption with duty payable only on the cost of overseas
processing and content.

EOAP is intended to help the ongoing development of Australian textile, clothing,
footwear and leather firms and increase net benefits to the Australian economy. The
Scheme is also intended to enable the Australian textile, clothing, footwear and
leather industries to retain their value adding and high-skilled activities.

Under EOAP, firms are able to convert offshore cut or uncut fabric and leather into
finished goods. They can also carry out some offshore post assembly operations.
Firms manufacture authorised goods offshore and import the assembled goods
without accruing a duty liability on the value of the EOAP component. This is subject
to the following limitations:

. participants must be both exporter of the fabric and/or leather and importers
of the assembled goods. Ownership of materials or assembled goods may not
be transferred between the time of export from and import into Australia; and

° value of non-Australian fabric or leather must be no greater than 20% of the
value of the total fabric and/or leather used in the manufacture of the good.
This applies for each article made. Certain activities are considered to be
ineligible overseas activities and would negate a concession for goods imported
under the Scheme. These include dyeing and finishing, printing or embossing
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the imported fabric and/or leather, regardless of pre or post assembly.
Embroidery or post-assembly operations carried out offshore such as
laundering, stone-washing, acid washing, pressing, labelling, ticketing and
packaging are permitted under the Scheme.

The goods covered by EOAP are contained in chapters 42, 43, 61, 62 and 64 of the
Customs Tariff Schedule 3 of the Scheme guidelines.

Requirements for Eligibility

Any Australian textile, clothing, footwear or leather manufacturing and/or design
firm may apply to participate in the scheme.

Dates

Applications for this program can be made at any time. This program is until June 30,
2010.

Target Group
Australian textile, clothing, footwear or leather manufacturing and/or design firms
Contact Details

AusIndustry Hotline: 132846
Email: hotline@ausindustry.gov.au
Website: www.ausindustry.gov.au

Internet Address

http://www.ausindustry.gov.au/Manufacturing/TextilesClothingandFootwearTCF/Te
xtilesClothingandFootwearTCFExpandedOverseasAssemblyProvisionsEOAPScheme/P
ages/home.aspx

Grant/Initiative: Textile, Clothing and Footwear (TCF) Product
Diversification Scheme (PDS)

Description

The Product Diversification Scheme is designed to assist clothing and finished textile
manufacturers and designers located in Australia internationalise their sourcing
arrangements and complement their product range. It provides duty credit that can
be used to offset duty payable on qualifying finished clothing or relevant finished
textile articles.

Duty credits can be used to offset duty payable on qualifying TCF goods imported
into Australia by the manufacturer in the financial year in which it is earned. Duty
credits are non-transferable and expire at the end of the financial year in which the
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duty credit was issued. Credits can only be applied to qualifying goods entered for
home consumption from 1 July 2006 to 30 June 2016.

Requests for duty credits must accompany a claim for a grant under the TCF Post-
2005 (SIP) Scheme and must be accompanied by an auditor’s report verifying the
claimed additional production. The last opportunity to request duty credits will
coincide with a claim for a grant under the TCF Post-2005 (SIP) Scheme for the
2013/2014 program year.

Requirements for Eligibility

To be eligible to earn duty credits, the applicant must be eligible clothing or finished
textile entity as defined under the TCF Post-2005 (SIP) Scheme 2005.

Duty credits can only be earned if:

° applicant has additional production of eligible nominated products (eligible TCF
products resulting directly and predominantly from an eligible clothing or
finished textile activity as defined by the TCF Post-2005 (SIP) Scheme);

° applicant is entitled to be paid a grant within the meaning of the TCF Post-2005
(SIP) Scheme; and

o the total TCF Post-2005 (SIP) Scheme grant and duty credit applied between 1
July and 10 June in the financial year in which the grants are paid does not
exceed the relevant sales based cap for the grant.

Dates

Applications for this program can be made at any time. This program is until 2016.
Target Group

Clothing and finished textile manufacturers in Australia

Contact Details

Ausindustry Hotline: 132846
TCF Enquiries: (03) 92687922
Email: hotline@ausindustry.gov.au

Internet Address

http://www.ausindustry.gov.au/Manufacturing/TextilesClothingandFootwearTCF/Te
xtilesClothingandFootwearTCFProductDiversificationSchemePDS/Pages/home.aspx
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Grant/Initiative: Textile, Clothing and Footwear (TCF)
Corporatewear Register

Description

The Corporatewear Register allows employers to register non-compulsory
occupational clothing thereby avoiding liability for FBT and allowing employees to
claim the cost of such clothing as a tax deduction.

Requirements for Eligibility
Employers

Dates

This program is ongoing.
Target Group

Employers

Contact Details

Ausindustry Hotline: 132846
Email: hotline@ausindustry.gov.au

Internet Address

http://www.ausindustry.gov.au/Manufacturing/TextilesClothingandFootwearTCF/Te
xtilesClothingandFootwearTCFCorporatewearRegister/Pages/Texttiles,ClothingandFo
otwear(TCF)CorporatewearReigster.aspx

Grant/Initiative: Tradex Scheme

Description

Tradex is an Australian Government Scheme. It provides up-front exemptions from
customs duty and GST on imported goods that are intended for direct exported or
imported goods that are used, lost or wasted in the manufacture of other goods that
are exported later on. It aims to strengthen the international competitiveness of
Australian business in export markets.

Eligible applicants are given a Tradex order which is allocated a distinguishing
number. When they import goods for export, they can quote the Tradex order
number on the Customs Import Entry form. They do not pay customs duty or GST on
these imported goods.
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Only the goods specified in the Tradex order may be imported under the order.
Importers should apply for a Tradex order before importing goods.

Requirements for Eligibility
To be eligible for Tradex, applicants must comply with the following requirements:

° goods intended to import under Tradex must be exported or incorporated in
other goods or used in manufacturing other goods that are exported;

° export of imported goods should take place within one year of importation or
within a further period of time approved by Ausindustry;

° records must be kept of all goods imported and exported under Tradex
including any manufacturing records that show that the imported goods were
incorporated in other goods that were exported. Keeping the normal Australia
Taxation Office and customs records would be sufficient for the purposes of
Tradex; and

° if, rather than exporting, the applicant sells, uses or disposes any of the
imported goods in Australia, he will be liable to pay Tradex duty (equivalent to
the customs duty that he was exempted from paying under Tradex). The
applicant should account for any outstanding GST in the normal Business
Activity Statement.

An individual or a corporate entity based in Australia or overseas can apply for a
Tradex order. Overseas entities must, however, keep and maintain their records in
Australia.

Dates

Applicants for this program must apply for a Tradex order before they import the
goods. Assessment will not take more than thirty days. This program is ongoing.

Target Group
Individuals and corporate entities based in Australia or overseas
Contact Details

AusIndustry Hotline: 132846
Email: hotline@ausindustry.gov.au
Website: www.ausindustry.gov.au

Internet Address

http://www.ausindustry.gov.au/ImportandExport/TradexScheme/Pages/TradexSche
me.aspx
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Grant/Initiative: Venture Capital Limited Partnerships Program
(VCLP)

Description

The Venture Capital LimitedPartnership program aims to increase foreign investment
in Australian venture capital sector. Venture Capital Limited Partnerships are
registered under the Venture Capital Act 2002.

Registration as a Venture Capital Limited Partnership entitles a fund to flow-through
taxation treatment. Eligible foreign investors in the fund are exempt from capital
gains tax on their share of any profits made by the fund. The manager is entitled to
claim the carried interest in the fund on capital account rather than revenue. The
extent of the tax benefit depends upon a number of factors.

Requirements for Eligibility

Eligible investments are defined in section 118-425 of the Income Tax Assessment
Act 1997. Generally a Venture Capital Limited Partnership can invest in unlisted
Australian businesses that are structured as either a company or a unit trust by
acquiring shares, options, or units. They may also invest in companies or unit trusts
that will delist within 12 months. The investment must be held for a minimum of 12
months. The investment must also be at-risk and the investee business must meet
the following requirements:

° total value of assets are not more than $250 million;

° at least 50% of employees and at least 50% of assets are Australian; and
predominant activity is not in property or land development, finance,
insurance, construction or infrastructure or making investments.

Dates

Applications for this program can be made at any time. This program is ongoing.
Target Group

Fund managers and investors

Contact Details

Venture Capital Enquiry Line: (02) 62136609 Fax: (02) 62306428
Email: VentureCapital@innovation.gov.au

Internet Address

http://www.ausindustry.gov.au/VentureCapital/VentureCapitalLimitedPartnershipsV
CLP/Pages/home.aspx
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Grant/Initiative: Space Concession Program (SCP)

Description

The Space Concession Program allows goods to be imported into Australia duty free
for use in authorised space projects. The Space Concession is intended to increase
the competitiveness of the space industry in Australia while ensuring that
international obligations are met.

Requirements for Eligibility

An applicant for a space project authorisation must be the project proponent. An
applicant for an eligible goods determination must be the project proponent or a
person the project proponent declares in writing to be participating in the
authorised project.

Dates

Applications can be made at any time before the good are imported into Australia.
This program is ongoing.

Target Group
Proponents for authorized space projects
Contact Details

Product Manager

Policy By-Laws

GPO BOX 9839

Canberra ACT 2601

Phone: (02) 62137802

Email: aiact@industry.gov.au

Internet Address

http://www.ausindustry.gov.au/ImportandExport/SpaceConcession/Pages/SpaceCo
ncession.aspx
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Department of Broadband, Communications and the Digital
Economy (DBCDE)

The Department of Broadband, Communications and Digital Economy develops
world-class communications and information technology that builds on the creativity
of the people and the opportunities provided by new technologies

Grant/Initiative: Satellite Phone Subsidy Scheme

Description

The Satellite Phone Subsidy Scheme is an Australian Government initiative to make
mobile communications more accessible and affordable for people living or working
in areas beyond 3G or GSM terrestrial mobile coverage including aviation and
maritime users.

Eligible applicants can buy a satellite mobile phone from a registered dealer for the
retail price less the amount of the subsidy. Approved applicants can receive up to
60% of the retail price of a satellite phone to a maximum of $1000 (including GST).

The subsidy is for the purchase of a satellite phone that is either handheld or non-
handheld and used in a mobile environment such as phones that are installed and
used in a vehicle or vessel.

The subsidy is not available for phones that are fixed to a homestead, building or
other immobile structure. The subsidy also does not cover any ongoing bills, charges
or the ongoing service of the service provider.

The amount of subsidy depends on applicant’s principal address and price of the
phone purchases.

1.  Asubsidy of up to 60% of the retail price of the phone to a maximum of $1000
(including GST) is available if one lives or operates a business in an area of
Australia without terrestrial mobile phone coverage. A proof of address is
needed to receive this level of subsidy.

2. Asubsidy of up to 50% of the retail price of the phone to a maximum of $700
(including GST) is available if one lives or operates a business in an area that
has terrestrial mobile phone coverage but spends a substantial amount of time
in an area of Australia without coverage (i.e. no less than 120 calendar days per
year for two years from the date the phone was purchased).

How many subsidies can be applied for?

° Individuals may only apply for one subsidy per person.

° Businesses and other organisations may apply for a maximum of two subsidies
per business or group with the exception of some Indigenous Corporations.
Indigenous Corporations that demonstrate a need to service a number of
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remote communities may apply for more than two subsidies. The granting of
additional subsidies is at the discretion of DBCDE and cannot be guaranteed.

Requirements for Eligibility
The eligible applicant must:

. be an Australian citizen or permanent resident, or a registered business in
Australia;

° live, work, or operate a business in an area not served by a current terrestrial
mobile phone service (this includes Australia’s air space, external territories
and Exclusive Economic Zone); and

° be one of the following:

» a private individual;

» acommunity group;

» a not-for-profit organisation with less than 20 full-time equivalent
employees including casual and part-time (non-government funded);

» an Indigenous Corporation;

» asmall business; or

» avolunteer emergency service; or an educational institution; and

° either live or run a business or spend a substantial amount of time (no less than
120 calendar days per year for two years from the date the phone was
purchased) in an area of Australia where terrestrial mobile phone coverage is
not available.

Applicants are not eligible for the subsidy if:

° the phone is to be used solely or principally outside of Australia;

. the phone is to be used as a demonstration, loan or rental satellite phone or
for other similar purposes as part of satellite phone sales, marketing or client
service strategies; or

. have received any other type of government-funded subsidy (apart from a tax
rebate) for a satellite mobile phone.

Dates

The final date for receipt of applications is Friday, 3 April 2009. The final validity date
for approval is Friday, 15 May 2009. All phone purchases must be completed by that
date.

The Scheme ends on Tuesday, 30 June 2009.
Target Group

Australian citizens or permanent residents living, working or operating businesses in
areas not served by current terrestrial mobile phone service
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Contact Details

Administrator: Satellite Phone Subsidy Scheme

Department of Broadband, Communications and the Digital Economy
GPO Box 2154, Canberra ACT 2601

Phone: 1800674058 (free call from a fixed phone)

Fax: (02) 62711078

Email: satphone@dbcde.gov.au

Website: www.dbcde.gov.au/satphone

Internet Address

http://www.dbcde.gov.au/communications for consumers/mobile services/the sa
tellite phone subsidy scheme

Department of Education, Employment and Workplace
Relations (DEEWR)

The Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations helps
unemployed Australians to find work and supports strong employment growth and
improved productive performance of enterprises in Australia.

Grant/Initiative: National Indigenous Cadetship Project (NICP)

Description

The National Indigenous Cadetship Project (NICP) is aimed at improving the job
prospects of Indigenous Australian students. It links full-time tertiary students
undertaking a diploma, an advanced diploma or first undergraduate degree with
employers who can give work placements and ongoing employment after
completion of studies.

NICP provides up to $15,400 per annum to employers to support each cadet.
Cadetship employers have the following roles:

o provide paid work placements of 12 weeks for each year of the cadets;

° support the cadets through their study and work placements, giving
professional guidance and mentorship;

° employ cadets under an appropriate industrial instrument; and

° intend offering ongoing employment to the cadets once they successfully
complete their cadetship.

Requirements for Eligibility

Indigenous Australian students can apply.
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Dates

Applications can be made at anytime, however it is best to have applications in
before June 30. This program is ongoing.

Target Group
Indigenous Australian students
Contact Details

Indigenous Employment Line: 1802102
Email: nico@dewr.gov.au Website: www.nicp.dewr.gov.au

Internet Address

http://www.workplace.gov.au/workplace/Individual/IndigenousAustralians/National
IndigenousCadetshipProjectNICPforEmployers.htm

Department of the Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts

The Department of the Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts develops and
implements national policy, programs and legislation to protect and conserve
Australia's environment and heritage. It promotes Australian arts and culture.

Grant/Initiative: Renewable Energy Water Pumping Sub-Program
(REWPS)

Description

The Renewable Remote Power Generation Programme - Renewable Energy Water
Pumping Sub-Programme provides rebates for business, government and other
incorporated organisations to support the installation of renewable energy water
pumping systems in areas of Australia not close to a main-grid. The Sub-programme
aims to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by decreasing reliance on diesel fuel for
remote water pumping applications.

The Renewable Energy Water Pumping Sub-Programme provides rebates for the
renewable energy components of water pumps that displace diesel engine-powered
pumps in off-grid applications. Rebates of 40% of the capital cost of the renewable
energy components minus $1,000 are available to businesses, government and other
incorporated organisations that can comply all requirements and procedures.

Applicants may apply for rebates for multiple renewable energy water pumping
systems up to the maximum rebate level. The maximum rebate level is $30,000 per
site or property.

Rebates are only available for new and complete renewable energy water pumping
systems that are designed to deliver a minimum annual average of 8,000 litres per
day at a total head of 20 metres (or equivalent).
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Requirements for Eligibility
The eligibility requirements are as follows:

. applicants must be a business, government agency or incorporated
organisation that is registered for GST; the proposed renewable energy water
pump must serve a purpose that is essential to the operation of the
organisation submitting the application;

° applicants must be the future owner of the proposed renewable energy water
pump (for businesses, applications must be submitted by the owner of the
business or by an authorised representative while for other organisations,
applications must be submitted by the governing authority of the
organisation);

° applicants must ensure that the balance of the costs are available, that the
renewable energy water pumping system and supplier, designer and installer
requirements of this Sub-programme are satisfied, and that sufficient
resources will be available for the successful implementation of projects and
ongoing operation and maintenance of the renewable energy water pump;

° balance of the costs of the proposed renewable energy water pump may come
from any source except for other funding provided through the Australian
Greenhouse Office or other Australian Government rebate or grant
programmes; and

° applicants must ensure a renewable energy water pump on which a rebate has
been obtained under this Sub-programme remains at the specified site for at
least five years following installation (applicants must demonstrate a right to
operate at the specified site for at least five years).

Dates

Applications can be made at any time but must have pre-purchase applications
approved by an administrator before buying and installing new renewable energy
water pumps. This program is ongoing.

Target Group
Business, government agencies and incorporated organisations registered for GST
Contact Details

Phone: 1300137880
Website: www.greenhouse.gov.au/renewable/rrpgp

Internet Address

http://www.environment.gov.au/settlements/renewable/rrpgp/index.html#resident
ial
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Grant/Initiative: Residential and Medium-Scale Program

Description

The Renewable Remote Power Generation Programme (RRPGP) provides rebates for
households, communities, not-for-profit, business, government and other
organisations in areas of Australia not close to a main-grid to support the installation
of renewable generation systems.

Rebates of up to 50%of the capital cost of renewable generation and essential
enabling equipment are available to applicants who fully comply with the eligibility
requirements and procedures.

The program covers remote power rebates less than $200,000. Rebates are available
for both new systems and for renewable generation additions to existing systems.
An applicant may apply more than once but all eligibility requirements must be met
for any rebates to apply.

Requirements for Eligibility

Households, communities, not-for-profit, business, government and other
organisations in areas of Australia not close to a main-grid can apply.

Dates

Applications can be made at any time but must have pre-purchase applications
approved by an administrator before buying and installing new renewable energy
water pumps.

Target Group

Households, communities, not-for-profit, business, government and other
organisations in areas of Australia not close to a main-grid

Contact Details

Director: Climate Change Communications
Department of the Environment and Water Resources
GPO Box 787, Canberra ACT 2601

Phone: 1300137880

Email: communications@environment.gov.au
Website: www.greenhouse.gov.au/renewable/rrpgp

Internet Address

http://www.environment.gov.au/settlements/renewable/rrpgp/index.html#resident
ial
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Department of Families, Housing, Community Services and
Indigenous Affairs

The Department of Families, Housing, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs
works in partnership with other government and non-government organisations in
the management of a diverse range of programs and services designed to support
and improve the lives of Australians.

Grant/Initiative: Community Development Employment Project
(CDEP)

Description

The Community Development Employment Project (CDEP) is a programme funded by
the Australian Government for unemployed Indigenous people. It provides
participation opportunities through activities which develop skills and improve
employability of participants in order to assist them move into employment outside
the CDEP programme.

CDEP activities can also lead to the development of business enterprises. The overall
aim of CDEP is to support Indigenous Australians to achieve economic independence.

Requirements for Eligibility

Unemployed Indigenous people in rural and remote communities are eligible to
participate in the programme.

Dates

Submissions for 2009/2010 applications will be called in early 2009.
Target Group

Rural and remote Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities
Contact Details

Visit local Job Network member
Phone: 1802102

Internet Address

http://www.centrelink.gov.au/internet/internet.nsf/services/cdep.htm
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Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional
Development and Local Government (DITRDLG)

The Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Local
Government provides policy advice to the Minister for Infrastructure, Transport,
Regional Development and Local Government and delivers a variety of programs on
behalf of the Australian Government. It conducts research, analysis and safety
investigations, provides safety information and advice as well as performs regulatory
functions.

Grant/Initiative: Remote Air Service Subsidy (RASS) Scheme

Description

The Remote Air Service Subsidy (RASS) Scheme aims to provide communities in
remote and isolated areas of Australia with improved access through a regular
weekly air transport service for the carriage of passengers and goods (e.g.
educational materials, medicines, fresh foods and other urgent supplies).

Air operators are selected and engaged through a competitive tender process for a
fixed term under an agreement with the Australian Government. The RASS subsidy is
paid directly to the air operator. Air operators providing air services under the RASS
Scheme are required to service specified RASS communities on scheduled weekly
services. Australia Post has responsibility for the delivery of mail and has separate
contracts with several RASS air operators for this purpose.

Requirements for Eligibility

To be considered for inclusion in the RASS Scheme, a community must meet two
fundamental requirements:

. there must be a demonstrated need for weekly air service; and

. the community must be sufficiently remote in terms of surface travel time to a
population centre or neighbouring community receiving a weekly transport
service.

Dates
Applications can be accepted at any time. This program is until 2011/2012.
Target Group

Air operators and communities
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Contact Details

Manager

Regional Economies Section

Regional Policy Branch

Regional Services Division

Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Local
Government

GPO Box 594

Canberra ACT 2601

Fax (02) 62748116

Email: rass@infrastructure.gov.au

Internet Address

http://www.infrastructure.gov.au/regional/indigenouscomm/rass.aspx

Department of Innovation, Industry, Science and Research
(DIISR)

The Department of Innovation, Industry, Science and Research aims to Increase
prosperity for all Australians through internationally competitive and sustainable
industry

Grant/Initiative: Enterprise Connect

Description

Enterprise Connect provides comprehensive support to Australian small- and
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) to help them become more innovative, efficient
and competitive.

Enterprise Connect is designed to help SMEs acquire knowledge, tools and expertise
to improve productivity, increase competitiveness and fully capitalise their growth
potential.

It is comprised of two components:

1.  manufacturing centres; and
2. innovation centres.

These components provide a national network of services and support for eligible
SMEs to access expert, practical advice and support tailored to their individual firms.

The core services offered by the Manufacturing Centres include:

. Business Review -conducted for free;
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. Tailored Advisory Service -provides funding to implement actions identified
in the Business Review; and

. Researchers in Business - offers the placement of researchers from
universities or public research agencies into businesses to help develop and
implement new commercial ideas.

The Manufacturing Network has centres located in Sydney (NSW), Melbourne (VIC),
Mawson Lakes (SA), Perth (WA), Burnie (TAS) as well as QMI Solutions in Brisbane
(QLD).

The Innovation Centres provide the following services:

. review of business activities and support to address the outcomes of the

review;
o on-going support;
. linking firms with the best knowledge and research available;

. assistance with problem solving;
. assistance in accessing other government programs; and
. provision of industry intelligence, workshops and networking activities.

The available Innovation Centres are as follows:

o Creative Industries Innovation Centre

o Clean Energy Innovation Centre;

. Innovative Regions Centre based in Geelong;

. Mining Technology Innovation Centre based in Mackay; and Remote
Enterprise Centre based in Alice Springs.

Requirements for Eligibility
To be eligible for Manufacturing Centre services, firms must:

o possess an Australian Company Number (CAN);

° have turned over more than $2 million and under $100 million in the preceding
financial year;

. be solvent;

. have filed Business Activity Statements for at least three consecutive years;

° be trade exposed (all firms classified as manufacturers under the ANZSIC
classification system are considered trade exposed; services firms are eligible if
they can show they face import competition, are exporting or have the
potential to export or internationalise their business operations in other ways);

° have main business activity in industries other than primary production; and

o not have received an equivalent service from other government (Australian,
state or territory or local) programs within the last three calendar years

Dates
This program is ongoing. Applications can be made at any time throughout year.
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Target Group
Small- and medium-sized enterprises
Contact Details

General Manager

Enterprise Connect

GPO Box 9839

Canberra ACT 2601

Enterprise Connect Hotline: 131791

Internet Address

http://www.enterpriseconnect.gov.au/Pages/default.aspx

Indigenous Business Australia (IBA)

Indigenous Business Australia creates opportunities for Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander individuals and communities to build assets and wealth.

Grant/Initiative: Indigenous Business Australia Enterprises (IBA
Enterprises)

Description

IBA Enterprises works with Indigenous Australians to assist them succeed in business.
IBA Enterprises assists eligible Indigenous Australians to establish, acquire and grow
small to medium businesses through business loans and business support services.
The business support services include business planning, business-related skills
development and mentoring.

The program assists Indigenous Australians succeed in business and bridge the gap
to private sector funding. It also undertakes selected economic development
initiatives that assist Indigenous Australians build their capacity and aspiration for
enterprise.

Requirements for Eligibility

Indigenous Australians are eligible to apply.
Dates

No dates specified

Target Group

Indigenous Australians
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Contact Details

IBA Office

Free Call™: 1800107107*

Email: enterprises@iba.gov.au

* Calls to 1800 numbers from your home phone are free. Calls from mobile or public phones
may be timed and charged at a higher rate.

Internet Address

http://www.iba.gov.au/ibaenterprises/

AusIndustry

Ausindustry delivers a range of more than 30 business programs including innovation
grants, tax and duty concessions, small business development, industry support and
venture capital.

Grant/Initiative: Early Stage Venture Capital Limited Partnerships
(ESVCLP) Program

Description

The Early Stage Venture Capital Limited Partnerships (ESVCLP) program is aimed at
stimulating Australia’s early stage venture capital sector. It makes available world
class venture capital vehicle to fund both managers and investors.

An ESVCLP is a venture capital fund, structured as limited partnership that makes
eligible investments and is registered under the Venture Capital Act. Registration to
the ESVCLP provides the following benefits:

° an ESVCLP receives flow-through tax treatment;

° investors (limited partners) in an ESVCLP have no tax liability on income or
capital gains they receive from ESVCLP; and

° general managers (partners) of an ESVCLP that operate as a Venture Capital
Partnership) can claim their carried interest on capital account rather than
revenue account.

Requirements for Eligibility
An eligible limited partnership is one that:

. has been established in either Australia or a foreign country which has a double
tax agreement with Australia;

° whose general partner is a resident of either Australia or a foreign country
which has a double tax agreement with Australia;

° with committed capital of at least $10 million and no more than $100 million;
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° will be in existence for 5 and 15 years; and
° is stand alone and not part of a bigger fund or attached to a unit trust.

An eligible investment is one that complies with the ESVCLP’s approved investment
plan and meets the requirements of the Venture Capital Act 2002 and the Income
Tax Assessment At 1997.

Dates

Applications can be made at any time. It can take up to 120 days to process an
application. This program is ongoing.

Target Group
Fund managers and investors
Contact Details

Venture Capital Enquiry Line

Phone: (02) 62136609

Fax: (02) 62306428

Email: VentureCapital@innovation.gov.au

Internet Address

http://www.innovation.gov.au/Programsandservices/EarlyStageVentureCapitalLimit
edPartnershipsProgramESVCLP/Pages/default.aspx
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New South Wales

A. Grants/Funding

Arts NSW

Arts NSW provides funds to key arts organisations, manages a portfolio of properties
used for cultural activities and advises the Government and arts sector on effective
support for the arts. It also encourages participation in, and broader access to, the
arts and supports artists and cultural organisations create and present exciting and
innovative work.

Grant/Initiative: Country Arts Support Program (CASP)

Description

The Country Arts Support Program (CASP) is a small grants program delivered on
behalf of Arts NSW by Regional Arts NSW and jointly administered by the Regional
Arts Boards throughout NSW. The program aims to support community cultural
development in regional and rural New South Wales through small grants that:

. assist locally-determined community cultural activities;

° increase opportunities for regionally-based groups to access a diverse range of
arts programs and enable communities to explore and express their cultural
identities;

° bring social and economic benefits to the community through training,
employment and promotional opportunities; and

° lead to greater awareness and appreciation of cultural diversity.

A limited number of small grants of up to $3,000 are available primarily for
professional artist’s fees, travel and accommodation. Some other costs associated
with the project may be included but artist’s fees and expenses are the main focus of
CASP.

Projects must take place between 1 April 2008 and 31 March 2009.

Eligible activities include projects but not limited to the following:

o workshops;

. arts activities as part of community festivals or events;
° artists in residence programs;

° public art and design projects;

° performances;

° arts and cultural directories;

° community seminars and forums;

° exhibitions; and

° other local arts initiatives.

Directory of Grants and Initiatives for Desert Businesses 63
Chapter: New South Wales pp. 63-142



Desert Knowledge CRC Working Paper 36: MF Rola-Rubzen and Fe M Gabunada

The following are not funded by CASP:

. core administrative costs, office costs or the purchase of equipment;

° capital costs of films, videos, books or other publications;

° competitions;

° fundraising events;

° prizes and adjudication fees;

o general operating expenses or ongoing costs of long tern continuous projects;
and

o projects that have commenced or completed.

Requirements for Eligibility
The following are eligible to apply:

. incorporated not-for-profit organisations and local government authorities;

° groups/ensembles and incorporated associations with a nominated auspicing
body (a legally constituted organisation that will take legal and financial
responsibility for a grant if awarded);

° tertiary institutions (for community-based projects only); and

° P and C committees and other incorporated bodies (for community projects
involving students).

The following are ineligible:

o Individuals;

° groups based in Sydney, the Blue Mountains, Newcastle and Wollongong or for
projects based in those cities;

° groups based in cities exceeding populations of 100,000 or for projects based in
those cities;

° interstate organisations;

° professional performing companies;

° commercial enterprises;

° groups/ensembles, unincorporated associations with no auspicing body;

. previous recipients whose use of the grant did not conform to the spirit and
intentions of the guidelines;

° government departments including schools; and

° groups/organisations who have outstanding acquittals for any funding
programs administered by RANSW and groups that do not have current public
liability insurance to cover their project.
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Dates

Closing date is Thursday, 14 February 2008. The closing date for 2009 will be in
February. This program has been going since 1987 and will continue.

Target Group

Incorporated not-for-profit organisations, local government authorities,
groups/ensembles and unincorporated associations with nominated auspicing body,
tertiary institutions and P and C committees and other incorporated bodies

Contact Details

Annette Eassie
Funding Manager
Phone: (02) 92702502

Samantha Chester
Funding Officer
Phone: (02) 92702501

Street Address:

Pier 5, Hickson Road Millers Point NSW 2000
Postal Address:

Locked Bag Millers Point NSW 2000

Phone: (02) 92702500

Fax: (02) 92477829

Email: info@regionalartsnsw.com.au

Internet Address

http://www.regionalartsnsw.com.au/grants/casp.html#d|

Grant/Initiative: Regional Arts Fund (RAF)

Description

The Regional Arts Fund (RAF) is an Australian Government initiative that supports
the arts in regional and remote Australia by providing funds for art form (including

cross-art form) projects, multi-media projects and, in exceptional circumstances,
festivals.

The Regional Arts Fund has the following objectives:

° encourage and support sustainable cultural development in regional
communities, remote and very remote/isolated communities;
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assist sustainable economic and social development within regional, remote
and very remote/isolated communities, including focus on Indigenous and
isolated communities;

develop partnerships with local government, community groups, private
sector, state government agencies and other relevant groups which leverage
financial and/or in-kind support for specific projects and encourage ongoing
collaboration or support for cultural activities;

assist the development of cultural networks to facilitate information exchange
and co-operative relationships;

increase employment and professional development opportunities for and
raise the profile of regional, remote and very remote/isolated artist; and
increase skills development initiatives (including mentoring schemes), both for
individuals and organisations in regional, remote and very remote/isolated
communities.

The program has three funding categories as follows:

1.

66

New Initiatives - assist groups to undertake projects in any art form that:

» extend knowledge, participation and/or development of arts and culture
within communities;

» address cultural themes or issues of significance in local communities;

» areinitiated by and with the community; and

» provide opportunities for collaboration and skills development of locally-
based arts workers.

Partnerships -assist groups to undertake projects in any art form that:

» assist in the development of sustainable cultural networks;

» promote partnerships that support community and cultural exchange;

» have long-term arts and community cultural development outcomes for
communities; and

» are initiated by and with the community.

Partnerships can be with the non-arts sectors and specific target groups either
within communities, between towns, within regions or across the state. Each
partner is expected to contribute equally through skills, financial and/or in-kind
assistance. Priority will be given to projects that identify and create new
partnerships and projects in which the partnerships are important in promoting
sustainability.

Residencies and Mentorships — assist groups to undertake projects in any art

form that:

» provide programs for professional development of individuals and
organisations in regional and remote communities;

» provide skills development to artist/s and arts workers in community
cultural development practice;

» relate to a specific form of art or craft practice or broader community
cultural development and capacity building; and
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» may link professional artists and/or organisations (including regional with
metropolitan-based artists and organisations) with local practitioners in
rural and regional communities.

Preference will be given to proposals that access skills and development not
available locally. Applications for formal study or long term training courses will not
be considered.

Funding is available for projects with a time frame up to (but no longer than) three
years. All projects must commence between 1 January 2009 and 31 December 2009.

The following are not eligible:

° ongoing core administration costs of the applicant organisation;

. infrastructure projects (e. g. building purchase, renovation or maintenance)
and projects involving purchase of significant assets (e. g. computers);

° annual programs, unless clearly demonstrated that the proposal is
developmental and would continue to expand or advance arts and cultural
development;

° heritage projects (e. g. conservation of or signage at heritage buildings or sites);

o ongoing activities of collecting institutions for collections development,
maintenance, conservation and interpretation;

. touring projects that primarily involve touring from major urban centres to
regional, remote or very remote /isolated communities;

° international travel;

° same component of a project funded by any of the indigenous arts and culture
programs delivered by the Department of the Environment, Water, Heritage
and the Arts;

o same component of a festival funded by Festivals Australia program;

° core costs of organising and running competitions, prizes, awards or
fundraising events;

° curriculum-based activities in schools or courses of ongoing education and
training in government or private institutions in Australia or overseas,
academic activity, including wages or course work that is required as part of an
academic program;

° projects that have commenced or been completed although further stages of a
completed project are eligible;

. programs and/or projects that are outside the geographic area designated as
rural and regional by the Australian Government and located in regional cities
exceeding a population of 100,000; and

° projects managed by grantees who have not acquitted previous grants from
the Regional Arts Fund or any other Australian Government funding program.

Applicants who have failed to satisfactorily report on any previous Regional Arts
NSW grant will not be considered a priority.
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Requirements for Eligibility
To be eligible, the applicant must meet all of the following criteria:

° be an organisation/agency/group;

° be (or have an auspicing organisation that is) legally constituted and currently
operational;

° be adequately insured under Workers’ Compensation legislation or other
applicable law and public liability to the value of at least $10 million; and

° be based or conducting a project in the regions.

An auspicing body is a legally constituted organisation that will take financial
responsibility for a grant if awarded.

Dates

Applications close on Thursday, 14 August 2008 for projects commencing after 1
January 2009. Applications for programs commencing in 2010 will close in August
20009.

Target Group
Organisations/agencies/groups
Contact Details

Annette Eassie
Funding Manager
Phone: (02) 92702502

Samantha Chester
Funding Officer
Phone: (02) 92702501

Street Address:

Pier 5

Hickson Road Millers Point NSW 2000
Postal Address:

Locked Bag Millers Point NSW 2000
Tel: (02) 92702500

Fax: (02) 92477829

Email: info@regionalartsnsw.com.au

Internet Address

http://www.regionalartsnsw.com.au/grants/raf.html
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Grant/Initiative: Quick Response Grant Program

Description

The Quick Response Grants Program is a small grants program for regional artists,
arts organisations and communities to respond to unique arts opportunities
presented at very short notice.

Grants of up to $1,500 are available to assist projects in any art form to support:

° professional development opportunities for artists and arts workers involved in
community programs that will increase their knowledge, skills and experience;
and

° skills and/or arts development for individuals and groups in regional
communities through the employment of arts and cultural workers to conduct
workshops seminars and forums.

Projects/activities that will not be supported by the program include:

° funds to overcome lack of planning or to supplement project income;

° attendance at events or conferences that occur on a regular basis;

° any self-initiated projects/activities;

° anything that does not have to happen now or an opportunity that will still
exist if not taken now; and

. promotion of artwork, attendance at exhibitions.

Applications for Quick Response Grants funding will be ineligible for:

° ongoing core administration or infrastructure costs;

° heritage activities (arts projects located at a heritage building or site are
eligible);

° ongoing activities of collecting institutions for collection development,
maintenance, conservation and interpretation including training and or
professional development;

° performance or public entertainment;

° performance or exhibitions touring from major urban centres to regional,
remote or very remote/isolated communities;

° festivals activities funded y Festivals Australia;

° core costs of organising and running a competition, prizes, awards or fund-
raising events or projects;

° normal curricula-based activities in schools or tertiary institutions;

° projects that have already commenced or completed,;

° programs and/or projects outside the geographic area designated as rural and
regional by the Australian Government and located in regional cities exceeding
a population of 100,000;
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. applicants who have outstanding acquittals from previous grants from the
Regional Arts Fund, Quick Response Grant or any other Australian Government
funding program; and

° applicants who have already received a Quick Response Grant in the current
financial year (1 July to 30 June).

Requirements for Eligibility
The following are eligible for a Quick Response Grant:

° not-for-profit, incorporated community groups or local government authorities
based in regional NSW;

° regionally-based individual artists or arts workers based in Regional NSW with
demonstrated experience delivering community programs/projects; and

. groups/ensembles, unincorporated associations with nominated auspicing
body (a legally constituted organisation that will take financial responsibility for
a grant if awarded).

Dates

There is no deadline or closing date, however there is limited number of grants of up
to $1,500 available from 1 July 2008 to 30 June 2009. This program is ongoing.

Target Group

Not-for-profit, incorporated community groups or local government authorities
based in regional NSW, regionally-based individual artists or arts workers based in
Regional NSW, and groups/ensembles, unincorporated associations

Contact Details

Annette Eassie: Funding Manager
Phone: (02) 92702502

Samantha Chester: Funding Officer
Phone: (02) 9270250