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Desert Knowledge helps Alice Springs mining service companies to grow their business 

 
Alice Springs businesses have teamed up with mining services businesses in Broken Hill, the Upper Spencer 
Gulf, Mount Isa and Kalgoorlie-Boulder to form the first profit-boosting one-stop shop for mining service 
businesses across desert Australia. 
 
John Joseland from Fluid Power NT and Simon Worssam from The Alice Springs Watershed have joined the 
Alice Springs Mining Services Network in 2004, a joint initiative of Desert Knowledge Australia and the Desert 
Knowledge Cooperative Research Centre (CRC).   
 
This local network of over 20 businesses has just formalised links with four other regional networks to start 
promoting the diverse range of services offered by their members through a desert-wide Mining Services 
Network.   
 
Just back from the network’s first public appearance at Goldfields Mining Expo in Kalgoorlie, John and Simon 
expect to increase their profits as a result of their involvement. 
 
“I’m confident that in the next 12 months I’ll pick up about $100,000 worth of business working with 
enterprises in Kalgoorlie and Mount Isa as a direct result of attending the Expo with the Mining Services 
Network”, John said.  
 
The men hope to replicate the success of five members of the Broken Hill Mining Services Network that 
seven months ago formed a successful joint venture, Alliance Engineering.  
 
With the support of the Desert Knowledge Linked Business Network Project, the venture has generated $4.5 
million of work this year alone. 
 
“It was really encouraging to meet Joel Butcher from Alliance Engineering, and to hear more about what 
they’re achieving in Broken Hill.  Alice Springs has a lot of potential to do something similar”, said Simon. 
 
Working together at the Mining Services Network stand at the Expo and meeting each morning to brief 
members about their businesses was a great chance for desert enterprises to discuss real business 
opportunities. 
 
The Desert Knowledge Linked Business Network Project was set up to generate a thriving desert economy 
where businesses jointly develop and market the knowledge, products and services of desert Australia.   
 
Backed by AusIndustry and Telstra, the project uses the internet, video-conferencing, email and other 
technologies to share ideas.  Instead of competing, members create new business opportunities through 
collaboration.  
 
Mike Stellar, Acting Regional Manager of NT Department of Business, Economic and Regional Development 
and facilitator of the Alice Springs Mining Services Network, said the face to face meetings have helped to 
build trust and friendships between the members of the Alice Springs network and of the wider network.  
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“We’re now seeing the benefits of networking in dollar terms and becoming aware of the network’s future 
potential.” 
 
Joel Butcher was enthusiastic about the connections he had made with other Mining Services Network 
members. He said links with a supplier of coatings made it possible for Alliance Engineering to tender for 
work with water authorities.   
 
“It’s definitely produced real opportunities to do work with other members.  I’d highly recommend any 
mining service business to join the network.” 
 
For John, Simon and Mike in Alice Springs the work has just begun.  With many new leads to follow up and 
business opportunities with other network members to be developed, the Alice Springs Mining Services 
Network members have their work cut out.  
 
As Simon says: “You get more done working together than on your own.” 
 
Media Contact: Mike Crowe, Desert Knowledge Australia Networking and Communications 
Manager, 8951 5219 / 0411 114 266 


