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Senior Research Fellow in Indigenous Tourism appointed at Charles Darwin 
University 
 
Joc Schmiechen has been appointed Senior Research Fellow in Indigenous Tourism.  He 
will be based in Alice Springs during a three-year appointment supported by the 
Sustainable Tourism CRC, Desert Knowledge CRC, Tropical Savannas CRC and the 
Northern Territory Tourist Commission.  
 
Joc’s main role is to coordinate research in Indigenous Tourism to better meet the needs 
of key stakeholders, Indigenous communities and individuals engaging in and seeking to 
embark on tourism ventures and relevant tourism market – industry bodies. A major aim 
will be to communicate and engage research with the various aspects of Indigenous 
tourism and develop suitable business applications compatible with stakeholder priorities. 
 
Joc Schmiechen, M. Env. Studies, BA (Hons), Dip. Ed., Grad. Dip. Outdoor Ed, has over 
thirty years involvement in outdoor education, expedition leadership, Aboriginal education, 
environmental management, cross cultural and ecotourism encompassing some of the 
remotest and wildest locations in Australia and Antarctica.   
 
Joc has extensive government and industry experience in the Aboriginal and Special 
Interest tourism sector throughout Australia.  He has been involved in many of the critical 
issues at the cutting edge of Aboriginal tourism in the Northern Territory and at the national 
level. He has developed a special interest in small operators and businesses working in 
regional and remote locations coupled with an ongoing concern about tourism impacts and 
developing sustainable practices in how we use our natural and cultural assets. Joc has 
also presented widely at national and international forums on a variety of topics including 
Aboriginal and Heritage Tourism with a particular focus on marketing and presenting the 
special qualities of Aboriginal Australia to international Special Interest niche markets.  
 
Most recently Joc has completed a two-year project on heritage tourism in the Lake Eyre 
Basin covering one sixth of the continent and incorporating the quintessential aspects of 
the Australian Outback. 
 
“I have chosen to locate in Alice Springs in the heart of the continent, as it is both 
symbolically and logistically well placed to undertake the challenges of furthering the 
development of Indigenous tourism as a vital part of the Australian tourism experience” 
said Joc. “With the diverse background and experience I bring to the position along with an 
already extensive contact network I will look to providing a conduit between researchers, 
government agencies, tourism industry organizations and the grass roots operators 
seeking to establish and maintain viable Indigenous tourism enterprises.  A major task will 
be to help all those with interest and aspirations in this area to present the real picture of 
what Indigenous tourism can offer and how it fits into the broader tourism dynamic, as 
opposed to the many myths that have arisen around this sector of tourism in its recent 
evolution.” 
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