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Global Sustainability Expert praises Australian Leadership in Desert Living Science 
 
A world-renowned sustainability expert says a ground-breaking partnership between Aboriginal knowledge 
and cutting-edge science is leading the way in smart and profitable desert living. 
 
“Alternative Nobel Prize” winner, renowned author and international sustainability champion, Hunter Lovins, 
will use her address to the National Press Club on April 6th to draw attention to a range of Australian 
initiatives, including the new Science of Desert Living emerging in inland Australia. 
 
“I am very pleased with the level of interest in becoming part of the next wave of innovation and productivity 
growth”, says Ms Lovins. “But it’s even better to see that desert Australia is already riding the wave.” 
 
“I’ve just been to Alice Springs, where Aboriginal people and innovative scientists are teaming up to build 
thriving and sustainable desert economies. The Desert Knowledge Cooperative Research Centre is linking 
40,000 year-old indigenous knowledge with Western science to create sustainable livelihoods for all desert 
people”, she said. 
 
“These guys are right now preparing your next billion-dollar export sector by marketing the products of their 
unique research brand to hundreds of millions of people around the globe who also live in hot, dry and 
isolated places”. 
 
“Turning the medicinal and culinary properties of desert plants valued by Aboriginal peoples into the health-
giving foods and life-saving medicines of the future is a smart example of desert knowledge”, she says. 
“Along the way, this project is creating self-confidence and jobs in remote communities”. 
 
“They’re also smart about copying nature – for example the ants and termites who thrive in harsh conditions 
by forming cooperative networks”, says Ms Lovins. “Similarly, the Desert Knowledge Movement links 
formerly isolated businesses ranging from bush foods to tourism to create the critical mass needed to crack 
global markets”. 
 
“Desert Knowledge isn’t only about better ways of conserving and renewing desert landscapes, for example 
by combining traditional Aboriginal fire management techniques with cutting edge science. It’s also about 
identifying future indigenous livelihoods in protecting these natural treasures”, she says.  
 
Hunter Lovins’ groundbreaking book “Natural Capitalism – Creating the Next Industrial Revolution”, argues 
that prospering economies and investment in people and natural resources go hand in hand. 
 
Nominated “Hero of the Planet” by Time Magazine in 2000, Ms Lovins is a Professor of Business based in 
Colorado, who advises top international companies, governments, energy and water utilities, universities and 
professional bodies worldwide. 
 
 “We share a lot of Hunter’s ideas”, says Desert Knowledge CRC CEO, Dr Mark Stafford Smith, who co-
sponsored her visit. “We believe a sustainable knowledge economy is the way forward for both indigenous 
and non-indigenous people in desert Australia“, 
 
The keynote speaker at the prestigious 6th National Business Leaders Forum on Sustainable Development in 
Melbourne 4-5th April, Ms Hunter will also launch The Natural Advantage of Nations 
(www.thenaturaladvantage.info) with Sir Ninian Stephen, and co-editors Charlie Hargroves and Michael 
Smith from The Natural Edge Project, which also organised her Australian tour.   
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