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CRC-REP 

 The CRC-REP is entering its last year of operations, ending 30 June 2017 

 To date, over 580 publications have been produced.  All are available on Remote 

Australia Online, the online resource we created to access authoritative research on 

topics that impact remote Australia and its people.   

 Our CRC-REP Synthesis and Integration work is now drawing on the information and 

findings from across the CRC-REP research, including debunking myths and moving 

towards a strengths based approach.  It brings together the major cross-project 

findings of most immediate use to policymakers.  We have recently published a special 

issue in Learning Communities, International Journal of Learning in Social Contexts.   

 For example, in this publication, we propose that there is a very strong case for 

assessing remoteness with a transport/communication accessibility index as 

opposed to the current numeric distance-based remoteness index used by the ABS.  

This is an area of research that could trigger improved regional policy and more 

appropriate strategies for remote communities. 

 Remote Australia Live will be our final CRC-REP symposium and will take place in 

April 2017 in Alice Springs.  We invite all our partners, researchers, students and 

stakeholders to travel to Alice to learn of CRC-REP achievements and share common 

findings.  There will be panel sessions, keynote speakers, field trips and workshops etc. 

Example of CRC-REP work relevant to SA:  

We provided independent advice to the SA Government on possible commercial 

opportunities following the closure of the mine in Leigh Creek, from our Enduring 

Community Value from Mining research project.  

Announced yesterday, a partner to Ninti One, the Outback Communities Authority, will step 

in and manage the local services and recreational activities of Leigh Creek and a 

community management structure is likely to be established which involves the 

Adnyamathanha Traditional Lands Association and others in the surrounding community.   

There is an opportunity for Leigh Creek to be a model of best practice in management of 

economic change in a remote community. 

 

Regional Industries CRC bid 

Regional Industries CRC bid was submitted on 31 march. The highlights of the bid are: 

 Aligned with the Prime Minister’s national innovation and science agenda 

 The Regional Industries CRC will focus on strengthening the market value of 

regional SMEs and large firms of economic significance to Australia in five key 

areas:  

O Food and agribusiness  

O Extractives  

O Health services  

O Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander businesses 

O Logistics and trade. 
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 To be based in Whyalla (UniSA campus) and Tonsley (Flinders campus) 

 The CRC won $300,000 of backing from the SA Government (this was a competitive 

evaluation) 

 45 partners comprising 35 private companies and ten ‘enabling organisations’ like 

industry bodies and universities  

 43% of the $ commitments are from South Australian partners. Dominant sectors are:  

O Agribusiness  

O Health  

O Indigenous  

O Traders  

O Logistics 

 If, or should I say when, we win the bid it will be a $40 million CRC in SA. 

Broadband for the bush forum 

 2016 is the national year of digital inclusion  

 Ninti One’s ongoing commitment to digital inclusion and bridging the digital divide for rural 

and remote communities has led to its involvement in the establishment of the Broadband 

for the Bush Alliance and its ongoing work 

 Despite NBN promoted as providing affordable and ubiquitous broadband services 

to 100% of Australians, our rural and remote communities remain largely 

disconnected.   

 The Broadband for the Bush forum, Digital Journeys, is being held in brisbane 

tomorrow & Thursday 

 The forum is to focus on solutions and discussing shared experiences to inform 

policy advice on how to best design and implement effective and targeted policies 

to address mobile coverage, appropriate infrastructure, pricing and digital literacy issues, 

 at the end of the forum, a policy communique will be issued with a call to the Australian 

Government to put in place a targeted well-resourced remote telecommunications 

strategy to ensure that remote and rural Australians are not left behind and are able to 

fully reap the benefits of the worldwide digital revolution. 

 The forum has attracted a number of prominent speakers, including keynote addresses 

by the current government and the Shadow Minister for Rural Telecommunications; NBN, 

Telstra, Facebook and academics from prominent universities working on digital 

inclusion issues. 

National Best Practice Unit for Tackling Indigenous Smoking 

 Last year we won a competitive multi-year funded tender from the Commonwealth 

Department of Health to establish and manage the NBPU TIS 

 Building on our work on No Smokes and health-related projects, we are leading a 

consortium to operate the NBPU TIS, which was established late last year and is now 

in full operations.   

 Consortium includes the Health Research Institute at the University of Canberra, the 

Australian Indigenous HealthInfonet based at Edith Cowan University, and the 

Smoking Research Unit at the University of Sydney. 

 The NBPU TIS has been established to provide tailored support to organisations 

funded under the national Tackling Indigenous Smoking programme. 

 We support regional TIS grant recipients to develop local approaches to tobacco 

control which are: 
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O Outcomes focused  

O Based on evidence  

O Meet the needs of different population groups within a region  

O Measured and reported. 

 NBPU TIS team is based in our Adelaide office. 

Examples of projects in SA demonstrating how our work using ACRs is effective 

 Ninti One has over 10 years’ experience in working in and with remote Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander communities. 

 We believe success of initiatives depends on the participation, ownership and 

partnership of the people who live in remote regions and communities. 

 This is why we employ and train teams of local Aboriginal Community Researchers to 

work in all our research and community development projects. 

 Leads to collection of better information, which can translate into more efficient 

services, more appropriate infrastructure and the building of community capacity. 

 2 projects in Ceduna in recent times:  

O Income management scoping study - gathering feedback from community 

members and key stakeholders about the possible benefits and/ or possible 

barriers of introducing income management in the Ceduna region.   

O Breaking the cycle of alcohol and drug abuse - project exploring issues 

associated with alcohol misuse and abuse in the region, with particular efforts 

made to identify and engage with people who are not using existing 

services, in order to assist service providers design and implement programs 

that will suit ‘hard to reach’ clients. 

 National Disability Insurance Authority (NDIA) and South Australian Lifetime 

Support Authority (LSA) have engaged us to find out more about the needs of Anangu 

with disabilities living on the APY Lands of SA in order to help agencies design and 

implement their services to better meet Anangu needs 

 ACRs are also powerful agents to undertake community consultation processes to find 

out aspirations & views of communities on sensitive issues – for example, in the current 

context of SA and uranium mining, their services could greatly assist to ensure that 

Aboriginal communities’ views on the matter are fully articulated and understood.   

 

Conclusion: building on successful programs 

 Critically need to build on successful programs – past and present 

 One size fits all policies and programs don’t work in remote settings 

 We need to develop and deliver local solutions based on the understanding of the 

unique circumstances, needs and aspirations of communities. This means we must 

build local research capacity and the Ninti One ACR program is a good example to 

build on and actively use to develop policies and initiatives.   

 We need to build on successful models of collaborations such as the Australian Feral 

Camel Management project Ninti One led from 2010 to 2014. 

O it involved 20 organisations and the focus of the project was to reduce the 

density of feral camels at nominated environmental sites. 

O the project achieved its targets but it also provided substantial benefits in 

reducing the impact of feral camels on cultural sites, pastoral infrastructure 

and human safety. 
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O also, importantly the commercial use industry is now better placed to make a 

contribution to feral camel management. 

 We must look at successful programs such as the rangers program – and explore 

how it can be replicated in other fields. 

 We must look as how to devise targeted and sustained investments to support and 

grow Indigenous entrepreneurship in the bush 

 Short-term investments and programs will not achieve desired positive outcomes  

 Our experience and expertise at leading collaborations and partnerships combined 

with our research insights into the challenges, barriers and opportunities of remote 

economic participation in the bush means that we can act as an honest, independent 

broker and work confidently with the private and public sectors on formulating and 

delivering effective programs. 

 Finally, I encourage you to talk with us on how we can harness together the 

opportunities to make remote Australia sustainable and vibrant. 

 

Thank you for joining us tonight and for your enduring support over the life of the CRC-

REP and its predecessor the DKCRC. I hope and trust our partnerships will extend to 

supporting the Regional Industries CRC and Ninti One more generally. 


